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FROM THE EDITOR | BY ANDY LIEN 


Everyday Epicurean 


Oh, this is a gorgeous issue. I can say that because I’m not touting my 
own work, but showing off what others have allowed us to use. Look at 
the photos in the choreographer piece, the photos of the upcoming per- 
formances in the Spring Arts & Dining Pairings. We have such talented 
people here in the Twin Cities who not only put together tremendous 
productions for us to see, but also people who photograph what goes into 
those productions...the players, sets, costumes, lighting, and so much 
more. Our arts scene here is remarkable and our artists are accessible. 

The same can be said for our dining and drink scene. We can walk 
into an establishment and talk to the chefs, the owners, the bartend- 
ers, the pastry chefs, the hosts, the servers. We can find them in food 
trucks and friend them on Facebook. We can interface with the people 
who design and make the works of art that we eat and drink. The pro- 
ducers and directors and players and costumers of the food and drink 
world. We are so fortunate. 

I often pair up dining with going to see performances, whether be- 
fore or after a show. I could free-associate such food and performance 
pairings while sipping some coffee and staring at the stars, it’s so fun. 
They’re often fairly loosely pulled together, and may say more about my 
mind than anything, so even my impulses are entertainment to me. As 
an example, Lasso of Truth made me want to go eat some of our own 
Wonder Woman’s Greek creations at Gardens of Salonica, which may 
have plenty to do with Diana Prince coming from Amazons of Greek 
mythology...and suddenly I find myself enjoying the best lamb shank be- 
fore going to the Walking Shadow Theatre Company’s production at the 
Playwrights’ Center. 

Sometimes, though, I can’t say that I want to have two competing 
interests in one night. When the food is so amazing and such an experi- 
ence, to try to make it to a show would be too much. It might be gilding 
the lily and not giving each experience its own time and attention. So, in 
such cases, I like to keep the dining separate from the performances and 
make it the entertainment. Here’s a list of what I keep on my radar for 
dining-as-entertainment experiences. 

Make a reservation for a chef’s table experience or tasting 
menu. We're the VIPs for a show that’s just for us; written, directed, and 
acted by the restaurant’s visionary in charge. Where it used to be that 
there might be a table that showed up in the kitchen for people to book 
out for a whole lot of dough and enjoy the meals and melee of all the hard 
work and talent of the chef and team, now restaurants are designing and 
building the experience into their spaces. Chef Erick Harcey at Upton 43 
just killed me dead with a 10-course menu, including what I’ve avoided 
my whole life but loved from him: lutefisk. Chef Landon Schoenefeld 
built in Birdie adjacent to Nighthawks for a chef’s table experience with 
a room of its own. Or, do the tastings and pairings with wine and food at 
Corner Table or beer and food at Surly’s Brewer’s Table. There are so 
many possibilities out there for your style of enjoyment. 


Take a cooking class with a local chef. I love watching the Insta- 
gram feed of Kitchen in the Market during one of the Chef’s Night Offs. 
People buy tickets to go and cook with a predetermined chef from one of 
the hot and local restaurants...and then we watch the tasty hilarity ensue. 
The participants have jobs, learn from the pros, and eat and drink to a 
level of contentment that is enviable. And then sometimes you get some 
chef cameos when someone else from the food mecca in Midtown Global 
Market stops by and it becomes a party. 

Subscribe to a food delivery service and have a ready-to-pre- 
pare meal show up at the front door. Local Crate is a box of tasty 
entertainment. I can go on the website (www.localcratemeals.com), or- 
der up the menus I’m interested in preparing, and a box of prepackaged 
assembly-ready vittles arrives with a recipe and instructions that make 
for a choose-your-own-adventure kind of meal. If I want something easy 
to make before leaving for the evening, I can order up something accord- 
ing to that level. If I want to have some people over and put us all to work 
making our meal, I can get a more difficult recipe and we can all muddle 
through it together. The results are predictable, which is also a great 
bonus to being sent a tried-and-true box of a DIY dinner. 

And, of course, there are a number of ways to get your art with a 
side of something delicious at all sorts of venues. Tongue in Cheek gives 
free dessert to MPR members, drawing a wonderful connection between 
food and media/arts. I went to Meritage the other night after a dance 
performance at the Ordway and am now convinced that the after-show 
noshing on cheese plates, pommes frites, macarons, and sipping armag- 
nac is asumptuous nightcap. I am a fan of hitting up the in-venue eateries 
like Fika in the American Swedish Institute, Agra Culture in Minneapolis 
Institute of Art, and Level Five Cafe at the Guthrie. Just the other day, 
I had a ham and Jarlsburg waffle at Norway House before taking in the 
photography exhibit. Superb. 

Dive into what we've got with gusto. Devour our arts and food scene. 
Delight in the richness. 

ГЇЇ see you in the seats and at the tables. 

With you and with thanks, 

Andy ш 
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March 25 * Good Friday Services 
5:45 pm (extra child-friendly) & 7:15 pm 


March 26 ° Great Vigil of Easter 
6:00 pm (extra child-friendly) 


March 27 ° Easter Sunday Services 
8:00 am, 9:30 am, & 11:00 am 


«d DOWNTOWN DOGS 


Edina Community Lutheran Church 
Regular Sunday services at 8:15 am & 11:00 am 
4113 W 54th St (2 blocks west of France Ave) * Edina MN 55424 
952.926.3808 * www.eclc.org 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 9 


UR LAVENDER 


A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


A Picture is Worth... 


Fifty-two years ago, I found it one of the most hateful, enraging, and 
sad images I'd ever seen. I’ve viewed hundreds, no thousands, of pho- 
tographs, many bloodier and more ghastly as far as the explicit content, 
but none that I feel that present a more casually evil, more despairing, or 
less hopeful picture of one aspect of American life. 

Two men, legs crossed, relax in their seats; one fishes in a bag of 
Redman tobacco for another plug; they smile, as do others in the back- 
ground. Their faces beam with the furtive, shared glee of seventh-grade 
boys gloating after they’ve successfully tormented the substitute teach- 
er. The epitome of thoughtless, boys-will-be-boys mischievousness. Ex- 
cept these “little rascals” got away with murder. 

The photo was taken in Philadelphia, Mississippi, during the trial for 
the 1964 killings of civil rights workers James Chaney, Andrew Good- 
man, and Michael Schwerner. The State of Mississippi had refused 
to pursue the case; it was not until 1967 that the federal government 
charged 18 with the killings (the three were waylaid and murdered by 
KKK members and local police, their bodies buried in a red clay dam), of 


whom only seven were convicted and given minor sentences. 

41 years later to the day, June 21, 2005, the State of Mississippi 
brought to trial one man, Edgar Ray Killen, former Klan kleagel (or- 
ganizer), who had helped orchestrate the killings. He was charged and 
convicted on three counts of manslaughter and sentenced to a 60-year 
term in the Mississippi State Penitentiary, a.k.a. “Parchman Farm.” 

Why does that faded image come to mind now? Because it hasn’t 
faded. Look on the news, in the papers, on Facebook. Just recently you 
could see the same sly savagery on today’s KKK goons; taken in the 
aftermath of a rally where they stabbed three objectors with the sharp- 
ened staff of an American flag. 

And even as the KKK is visible daily on the national scene, there is an 
aspirant to the highest position in the land who denies he knows neither 
David Duke, KKK Grand Wizard, specifically, nor of the KKK in general, 
being loath, without “further research,” to say bad things about them. 

Look up that old photo for yourself. It was our past; must it be our 
future? ш 


e 


Dr. Alfonso Morales, M.D. 
D.A.B.P.M 


Medication Assisted Treatment 
Let us help you with: 

e Meth Addiction 

e Alcoholism 

e Opiate Dependency 

e Chronic Pain 

e Hormone Replacement Therapy 
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AUTO ACCIDENTS | WORK INJURIES | IMMIGRATION 
PERSONAL INJURIES | FAMILY LAW 


RobichaudLaw.com 


612.333.3343 
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GLBT News & Lifestyle at your fingertips? 
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по border. 


Immigration is still complicated. We 
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to help obtain immigration status Managing Attorney 


and keep you together. 
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Immigration Lawyers by 
Super Lawyers. 


*Please see the Super Lawyer's site for selection criteria. 


825 Nicollet Mall, Ste. 811 Mpls, MN 55402 « info@bortelfirm.com * www.bortelfirm.com ° 612.388.3366 
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Т CARL FLINK 


Қ 


THAT 


MOVE 
Us 


BY JOHN MARK 


? Special thanks to Galen Higgins, Kole Nelson, Bill Cameron § 


The Art of Exhaustion: Carl Flink 
Black Label Movement 
Year Founded: 2005 


www.blacklabelmovement.com 


Carl Flink likes to imagine his dancers as animals. “I have never 
asked someone to join the company without first having the image of 
some animal come to my mind... I have no idea why this is the case, 
butIknow I am drawn to people who move with the natural flow and 
unthinking grace of animals versus the hyper-refined approach many 
highly trained dance artists manifest. I call this ‘natural virtuosity.” The 
gibbons, leopards, grey wolfs, and big horned sheep that make up Black 
Label Movement must also possess an incredible amount of stamina. 

Embedded in Flink's innovative choreography is also a belief in rep- 
resenting each of his dancers as heavy lifters, regardless of gender. “An 
ethic of this company is that everyone lifts and everyone is lifted. With 
the male/female clichés still so prevalent in dance-making and partner- 
ing work, this approach allows us to break down assumptions of who 
can lift and who will be lifted to powerful social affect. My 2014 work Az 
Unkindness of Ravens is a particularly strong example of this approach in 


which almost every permutation of partnering work appears on stage." 

While athleticism is clearly valued by Flink, his work can be just as 
intellectual as it is physical. In 2014, he began a collaboration with bi- 
ologist and science journalist John Bohannon and biomedical engineer 
David Odde, called the Moving Cell Project, which has taken Black 
Label Movement to four different TED Talk presentations around the 
world. It's clear that collaboration is something that excites Carl Flink, 
whether it be in the science community, the theatre community, the 
Minnesota Orchestra, or with other dance choreographers, like his 
upcoming collaboration with Marciano Silva dos Santo's (see pg. 20) 
Contempo Physical Dance at the Cowles Center in June. 

Flink is well aware of the reputation he carries for pushing danc- 
ers to the brink of exhaustion. "I am nearly obsessed with the edge 
of what we can endure as humans. How far can we push ourselves? I 
am drawn to observing and experiencing the physical, emotional, and 
mental choices and decisions people make when under pressure... 

I ask [my dancers] to engage movement that pushes them beyond 
their comfort zone to the edge of where they don't know if they 

will succeed or fail in accomplishing the movement. That moment 
between success and failure is one that holds a lot of information for 
understanding who we are." 
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A Collective Power: Dancebums 
Dancebums 


Year Founded: 2013 


www.dancebums.com 


A collective of five dance artists born in the year 1990, Dancebums 
defies conventions with a structure that places each company member 
on an even plane. When Kara Motta, Margaret Johnson, Karen McMe- 
namy, Eben Kowler, and Maggie Zepp created Dancebums three years 
ago, I was admittedly skeptical of the collective structure. However, it 
quickly became clear that success was inevitable, especially with their 
dedication to these seven commandments, written at the company’s in- 
ception: 1. There are no mistakes. 2. Not everything is right. 3. We are all 
different from each other. 4. Love. Love. Love. 5. Playing. You are always 
playing; witnessing is participating. 6. We, as individuals, have natural 
authority. 7. Talking can be a trap, have an escape plan. [Say] Bananas. 

While the Dancebums, as a company, began is 2013, the history 
of their relationship and the true origin story began in 2008, when 
Johnson, McMenamy, and Motta began their studies at the University 
of Minnesota Dance Program, where Kowler had already began his 
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training, and Zepp would soon follow. As Kowler explained, “After 
school, there was this moment where I think we all realized that even 
though Minneapolis is a rich place for the arts, not many artists were 
necessarily making the work we saw ourselves dancing in. We rented a 
share of a studio in the Calhoun Arts building and started meeting just 
to dance together.” 

With similar backgrounds, Johnson described the union as some- 
thing inherent, “We are of course inspired, challenged, supported by, 
and a product of the Twin Cities dance community. We have all trained 
and worked with people in this city and I think that shows through in 
the dance we make. It’s literally in our bodies.” 

In addition to the allure of their collective energy, the Dancebums 
are uniquely dedicated to choreographing modern work that doesn’t 
take itself too seriously, a rare attribute for individuals with such rigor- 
ous concert dance training. As Zepp explained, “A lot of times our ideas 
for dances and concepts come out of jokes we make with each other. 
We try not to shy away from the ‘wrong’ choice or making a dance that 
we're ‘too smart’ to make... There’s a mutual desire to create work that 
toes the line between serious concert dance and fun, party dances that 
our friends could do.” 
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KAREN CHARLES 


The Threads That Connect Us: Karen Charles 
Threads Dance Project 
Year Founded: 2011 


www.threadsdance.org 


“I knew over twenty years ago that I wanted to start a company. I recall 
writing down my idea for a company including the name ‘Threads’ and the 
mission to examine, expose, and celebrate the threads that connect us. I 
also recall sticking the notes in a drawer because I felt like I was not ca- 
pable of starting a company. The first step to bringing the dream to fruition 
came when my father died from colon cancer in 2010. I found out he had 
dreamed of becoming a doctor and never pursued this dream. I was then 
nudged to not let my dream of a dance company go unfulfilled. My dad 
left me $10,000 and I decided to honor him by starting a dance company 
despite all of my fears and doubts." 

With concert work that shows great sensitivity to themes of humanity, 
it's no surprise that the origin story of Karen Charles' company feels so 
human as well. Threads Dance Project has become recognized for tackling 
issues of race, death, and injustice. Particularly since Karen Charles' 
recent work, The Secrets of Slave Songs, was nominated for the 2015 Sage 
Award for Outstanding Dance Performance. 

For her, the need to address these issues is imperative. “I think I always 
focus on the personal impact first and I am also very passionate about laying 
bare my truth in regards to these issues. I am unabashed because I think 
the only way we can make the earth better is by honestly approaching issues 
and being honest about how we really feel, knowing that some will agree 
with us and some will disagree. But by getting people to experience these is- 
sues through dance opens a different mode of dialogue, which can only lead 
to better human relationships." 


Ballet's Fresh Take: James Sewell 
James Sewell Ballet 
Year Founded: 1990 


www,jsballet.org 


James Sewell Ballet first began in New York City in 1990, before moving 
to the Twin Cities in 1993. As Sewell explained, “The years in New York City 
immersed us in the international scene of dance as everything seems to 
come through that city. Those years were an important launching point for 
us, but bringing that back to the Twin Cities allowed us to grow, mature and 
flourish in a way that is actually very difficult in New York City.” 

While the majority of the company’s dancers have a strong classical 
background, Sewell enjoys taking ballet vocabulary outside the box, and 
his dancers must follow. “When I’m looking for dancers, I’m looking for 
people who first have a strong ballet technique and base to work from. 
From there they need to be open to trying anything, because I never know 
in which direction I’m going to want to lead them. For me, pushing ballet 
to deal with subject matters that are not traditionally explored within the 
ballet vocabulary is exciting and challenging. When I started out as a cho- 
reographer I would outline everything in my head before I would begin re- 
hearsals. But now I find it more interesting to collaborate with the dancers 
in the moment and follow the creative line to places that surprise us all.” 

True to his explorative tendencies, Sewell is pursuing some remark- 
able projects in 2016. “This spring I’m looking forward to working with the 
Edina High School Marching Band on a piece called Band It. This will be an 
energetic piece where I'll be utilizing hover boards and moving musicians 
on stage. In the fall, we'll be working with the St. Paul Chamber Orchestra in 
presenting Mendelssohn’s Octet, a piece I will begin choreographing this sum- 
mer in Big Sky, Montana and complete in Minneapolis. We are also working 
on presenting our version of the movie documentary, Titicut Follies, filmed 
in Bridgewater prison for the criminally insane in 1966. I will be collaborating 
with filmmaker Frederick Wiseman to explore this amazing film and find a 
way to translate the essence of this challenging world to the ballet stage.” 


JAMES SEWELL | photo by Erk Sul 
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Cultural Intersections: 
Marciano Silva dos Santos 


Contempo Physical Dance 
Year Founded: 2011 


www.contempophysicaldance.org 


Many Twin Cities audience members, myself included, first 
noticed Marciano Silva dos Santos as a radiant new performer in 
TU Dance, shortly after his relocation from Brazil to Minnesota 
in 2006. It was difficult to take your eyes off of him. Ten years 
later, Silva dos Santos has established a much-celebrated dance 
company and garnered numerous recognitions as a choreogra- 
pher and a performer. 

Though Silva dos Santos first intended to focus his studies on 
acting, after catching the eye of a choreographer who ran a local 
Afro-Brazilian dance company, his professional career shifted to the 
world of dance. He later joined a contemporary dance company in 
the same city of Vitoria, Brazil, which allowed him the opportunity to 
collaborate more with the creation of new work. As Silva dos Santos 
explained, “These movement experiences introduced me to two 
very distinct movement styles, but they were kept separate from one 
another. I was interested in exploring the interaction of these styles. 
While I was still in Brazil, I started a dance company and began to de- 
velop my initial ideas and movement vocabulary. I left those ideas for 
a time when I came to Minnesota to be a dancer, but they persisted 
within me. I felt a need to continue my movement research and it is 
through this desire that Contempo Physical Dance was born.” 

With a distinct fusion of Afro-Brazilian, capoeira, and con- 
temporary movement, Silva dos Santos’ process requires a lot 6j 
exploration. “I like to research movement before I arrive in thé 
studio with the dancers. I spend a lot of time exploring move- 
ment on my own. I try the movement on my own body first to 
understand how it will impact the dancers’ bodies. Then when I / y.» 
arrive in the studio, I try things out with the dancers and see how ~ 2 
it works on their unique bodies. The movement is dynamic and Š 
sometimes changes once I am working with the dancers because 
they bring their own life to the movement.” 

In regards to the expectations of his company members, Silva 
dos Santos sets the bar high. As the only company in Minnesota 
with his unique movement genre, transitioning into the company 
can be the most difficult part for his dancers. As he explained, 

“When they join the company, they have to work hard to capture 
the styles on their body... I want each company member to have 
a fire behind their dancing. They need to be able to attack the 
movement and be very precise, but at the same time, I look for 
subtle qualities such as expression and an ease within all of the 
physicality.” 

A most anticipated event in the Twin Cities will be Contempo’s 
show with Black Label Movement, the Cowles Center’s first-ever 
collaborative dance concert. Both Carl Flink and Silva dos Santos 
are tremendously excited. “Performances will feature two world 
premieres: a duet with myself and Carl Flink and an ensemble 
work blending our two diverse and intensely physical styles.” 

It’s inspiring to see this budding choreographer achieve such 
excellence in the Twin Cities after moving from South America 
only ten years ago. Silva dos Santos is quick to credit our local 
scene for its support. “The Twin Cities community encouraged me 
to go forward with my choreography. When I created my first short 
work for the Ritz Theater’s choreographers’ evening, Renovate, in 
2008, it was well received by the community. I remember people 
asking me when I would create my next work, so I was energized 
to dig deeper into my movement vocabulary. I felt that I had some- 
thing different to share with the community.” 


MARCIANO SILVA DOS SANTOS photo by Dwayne Wiliams 
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Rhythm and Theatrical Dance: Joe Chvala 
Flying Foot Forum 
Year Founded: 1991 


www.flyingfootforum.com 
Ying 


While his affinity to percussive movement gives Joe Chvala’s 
choreography a distinctive flavor, he’s been known and appreciated for 
shaking things up. “We are always changing what we do within the very 
wide umbrella of our mission to keep our audiences interested in coming 
back. The overriding idea of the Flying Foot Forum is to find all the ways 
that rhythmic dance, percussion, and percussive dance can be stretched 
onstage. We do pieces that are pure dance and others that are mixed 
with music and drama. We do short pieces no longer than two minutes 
and full evening length works. We do pieces that tell very clear narrative 
stories and very abstract work. We handle all sorts of subjects: dramatic, 
wild, quiet, sweet, sentimental, outrageous, satirical, funny, etc.” 

Outside of Flying Foot Forum’s impressive 24-year legacy, Chvala 
has also choreographed regularly for the Children’s Theatre Company 
and the Guthrie. Weaving clear narratives with advanced choreography 
is no easy task, but Chvala demonstrates a finessed understanding of 
storytelling through movement. Currently, he’s looking forward to 
breaking proscenium conventions with a new original work slated for 


MATHEW JANCZEWSKI 


photo by Bill Cameron 


late summer/early fall, “We are calling it Passing Through Pig's Eye. It will 
be an immersive piece that will divide the audience into three groups and 
bring each group on a tour that happens in downtown St. Paul moving 
from one location to the next. Each location will feature different pieces 
of choreography and music by various company members and guests.” 


Celebrating 20 Years: Mathew Janczewski 


ARENA DANCES 
Year Founded: 1995 


www.arena-dances.org 


Though his company recently celebrated 20 years, there is some- 
thing divinely youthful about Mathew Janczewski's ARENA DANCES. 
Whether it be the playful nature of his creation process or his unabashed 
fusions of concert dance and pop culture, Janczewski's choreography 
has maintained cultural relevance and intrigue through the years. 

Reflecting on the past 20 years, Janczewski was quick to credit the 
contributions of his dancers, donors, and board of directors, before 
speaking on the value of perseverance. “All of my mentors really mod- 
eled and embodied the word 'perseverance.' Dance-making is a struggle 
largely because so many people are not exposed to modern dance. So, by 
necessity, exposing and educating audiences becomes part of the work. 
Engagement with our audiences has been an important part of the work, 
though I do not think there is really any strategy or ideology that guides 
the work itself. When I was dancing with other companies such as 
Shapiro & Smith Dance, JAZZDANCE, Dancing People Company, along 
with many others, they taught me to follow my gut. I am making work 
that excites and interests me and I hope to bring that excitement to my 
dancers and then to the people we share it with." 

With a busy 20th season, ARENA's next concert, TWITCH, will 
take place at the Southern Theatre April 1—24. In addition to reper- 
tory, Janczewski will premiere a new work commissioned by the Kevin 
J. Mossier Foundation. Then, in November, Janczewski is excited to 
bring the company's history full circle, “ANTHEM is our season finale 
in November which will be held at the Fitzgerald in St. Paul. This city 
holds a special place for us, as it's where Arena first debuted in 1997. 
For this performance, we are remounting other repertory favorites, 
and premiering a new duet that I am very excited about. This new work 
features myself and longtime ARENA dancer Amy Behm Thomson, 
who is returning to Minneapolis to perform with me." This much antici- 
pated performance will likely make for a terrific close to the season! 


photo by Armour Photography 
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Generosity and Courage: Uri Sands 
TU Dance 
Year Founded: 2004 


www.ludance.org 


A young dancer from Miami, after training at the New World School 
of the Arts, Uri Sands spent five years working as a principal dancer in 
the Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater. Sands also had the oppor- 
tunity to dance for Philadanco, The North Carolina Dance Theatre, 
Complexions, James Sewell Ballet, and Minnesota Dance Theatre. To 
work with companies of this caliber was undoubtedly formative to his 
development as an artist, but Sands credits his mother as a key mentor, 
“[She] always encouraged me to stay in pursuit of my dreams.” 

With a dancing career that allowed him to tour internationally and 
work with the likes of Judith Jamison, Dwight Roden, and Desmond 
Richardson, in 2004, Sands shifted gears to start TU Dance with his 
partner and co-director Toni Pierce-Sands. 

Sands' choreographic style is most often defined as a fusion of 
modern dance, classical ballet, African-based and urban vernacular, but 
what I believe sets Sand's work apart is the commitment he demands of 
his dancers. Dancing for TU is a full-time job, and in order to find danc- 
ers who can deliver the artistry, grace, and technical prowess needed 
to fulfill his vision and the commitments of the company as a whole, TU 


Dance has scouted and relocated dancers from New York City, Balti- 
more, St. Louis, and Washington, D.C. While their ability to move is of 
clear importance, Sands prioritizes their emotional components as well, 
"The most important factors for Toni and I when we select dancers for 
the company are generosity and courage." 

With Toni Pierce's vast knowledge of pedagogy, and the dynamic 
elegance of Sands' choreographic style, TU Dance has quickly become 
one of the most celebrated contemporary dance companies in the Twin 
Cities, winning the 2015 USA Knight Fellowship in Dance, among 
countless other honors. 

Sands attributes a large part of the company's success to a singular 
core belief: “The arts (particularly dance) has the unique power to be 
able to transform lives and TU Dance exists to ensure that all people, 
regardless of socioeconomic background, have the opportunity to 
experience this transformative power." 

Watching a TU Dance concert is an emotional experience. Sands' 
choreography, while technically complex, is simply beautiful. As he 
explains, "Inspiration for new works or creations often comes from 
random and simple everyday experiences. Music for certain conjures 
ideas, but I've found for me, that more often it's the random daily hap- 
penings, like seeing a cavalcade of leaves being blown by an autumn 
wind, that spurs the ideas for new works." TU is currently preparing for 
upcoming performances at the Cowles Center, the culminating concert 
of their 12th season. 


photo by Brandon Stengel 
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Mind and Body: 
Taja Will 

Taja Will 

Year Founded: 2008 


www.tajawill.com 


“My work insists on a personal relationship with the material, 
dancer-choreographer co-creation of movement vocabulary and an 
aesthetic of spontaneity. Improvisation has been my core training and 
exists at the heart of my process.” For Taja Will, this creative process 
often begins conceptually. She may start with an idea, question, or 
mind map, before moving on to an embodied response. The majority of 
Will’s dancer/collaborators have been those that strike her immediate 
attraction based on the way they are able to speak about their love for 
the art. She admires those that are driven to ask questions and aims to 
create an ensemble built on a strong sense of individuality. “My danc- 
ers are my chosen family, we talk a lot about love and support. In the 
center of my work are always, always deeply rooted relationships.” 


TAJA WILL 
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When starting out, she took full advantage of a lot of the open 
forum opportunities for new choreographers to show work. Will 
expresses great gratitude toward the Red Eye Theater and their 
New Works 4 Weeks program. “I was first selected for the Works-In- 
Progress program in 2010, when I was in the process of becoming 
acquainted with my artistic voice.” 

It was through the feedback structures in this program that she felt 
herself settle into the beginning of her signature aesthetic. “There are 
so many great platforms here, 9x22 Dance Lab, the open cabarets at 
Patrick’s and the audition process for the Walker Art Center Chore- 
ographer’s Evening, plus so many more.” To other aspiring choreog- 
raphers she expresses that you should not be afraid to advocate for 
yourself. Simply anything can happen. 

In the year to come, Taja Will is extremely excited about the diver- 
sity of projects that she is working on. Will is currently a collaborative 
director with Aniccha Arts on Census, a large-scale, interdisciplinary 
work premiering June 11 at the Northern Spark Festival. She is also 
collaborating on A Hill in Natchez, a surrealist interdisciplinary perfor- 
mance premiering at the Southern Theater in July. 


photo by Sean Smuda 


Pizza & Pasta THE REMODELER YOU CAN TRUST 


Good for All Seasons 
+2 Happy Hours 


Home Care & Care Management 
for Senior GLBT 


Call for your FREE consultation today. P Ateis Cein, Misesa 2 0 
: 612.821.1100 / 651.690.3442 MN LIC #8С378021 
952.525.0505 1 


MOL DER wwrw.houseliftinc.com 


HURRY - performances selling.out! 


March 17 - 26 
Live for art. Live for Love. 


20% OFF* 


Use code lavender20 
*Valid for up to 4 tickets regularly priced $50 or more. 


Minnesota 


PERA 


mnopera.org 612-333-6669 ORDWAY 4 
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DJ LATINIDAD'S 

LATINO DANCE PARTY 

Mixed Blood Theatre 
www.mixedblood.com 

Through March 26 

A range of stories from award-winning 
Latino playwrights, choreographers, DJs, 
composers, novelists, and comedians 
— Dominican, Cuban, Mexican, Chilean, 
Colombian, Chicano, Nuyorican, and So- 
tarican — molded into a theatrical event 
by conceiver/director Mark Valdez. 


L—— — i 


ЗО | LAVENDER | MARCH 17-30, 2016 


RESTAURANT PAIRING: 
CHIMBORAZO 
www.chimborazorestaurant.com 

A small, understated restaurant on Central 
Avenue in Minneapolis serves up some 
amazing Ecuadorean food. The sopas, the 
yuca frita, the hornado con papas of roast 
pork with llapingachos, mote, and tomato- 
onion curtido are all on the top of my to- 
order list. Even better if there's a night of 
dancing and stories to follow. Add a little 
Ecuadorean to a night filled with Domini- 
can, Cuban, Mexican, Chilean, Colombian, 
Chicano, Nuyorican, and Sotarican. 


NINA SIMONE: 

FOUR WOMEN 

Park Square Theatre's Andy Boss 
Thrust Stage 
www.parksquaretheatre.org 

Through March 26 

The political transformation of singer and 
songwriter Nina Simone has been shaped 
into a new play by Christina Ham, with 
music. Preeminent musical theater icon 
Regina Marie Williams plays Simone. 
She sings “I Put a Spell on You," "Fee- 
lin’ Good," and the protest song "Four 
Women," among others. 
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ICEHGUSE 


— MPLS. MINN —————————— 
2528 NICOLLET AVE SOUTH + MINNEAPOLIS 
612.276.6523 


GLBT OWNED/OPERATED 
FOSTERING GLBT ARTISTS 


OPEN FOR LUNCH, BRUNCH, DINNER AND LATE NIGHT. 
MUSIC 7 DAYS/WEEK 


STORE CREDIT | Rü Ñ — 
OVER CASH | — | 


/ THE ) 
/ ELECTRIC M-F: 9-9 : 
{ | Sat: 9-8 b h Experience the “unparalleled originality” of 
e S Sun: 11-6 қ 4 “New York choreographer Adam Barruch іп а world premiere 


set to original music by composer Roarke Menzies 
Franklin + 411. 612.870.9300 
www.efetus.com 
Your local record store since 1968 


MDI > E AR 


April 1-372016 


mndance.org 


Tickets: 612-206-3600 | www.thecowlescenter.org 
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WATERSTREETINN.US 


WATER STREET % 651-439-400 
OQ) INN eso 101 Water Street South 


Est. 1890 


(29 KEE COMING SOON! 
3 


JL [@һагНе% Pub 


FOUR-COURSE WINE DINNER 
Each Wednesday our Chefs create a special four-course, 
dinner menu. Each course paired with a а ү 
' specially selected glass of wine 
ы for 534.95 рег person. Served from 
5:00 to 9:00pm, reservations suggested. 


STILLWATER’S COMPLETE HOSPITALITY EXPERIENCE! 


* Charlie's Restaurant & Irish Pub * Meeting / Banquet Rooms 

* 41 Guestrooms * Weddings & Receptions 
Double Whirlpools & Fireplaces * Elegant Guestrooms 

* Event Coordinator * Live Irish Music Every Weekend 
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THE TWO GENTLEMEN 

OF VERONA 

The Jungle Theater 
www.jungletheater.com 

Through March 27 

Among the best ever all-female crossgender 
casts in Twin Cities theater history. The Jun- 
gle's new artistic director, Sarah Rasmussen, 
has staged a look into male rivalry that thrills 
and delights with some delicious male turns 
by Christiana Clark, Mo Perry, and Sha Cage. 
Packed with gorgeous design elements! 


RESTAURANT PAIRING: 

SCENA TAVERN 
www.scenatavern.com 

While the set of the play, with its bold pink 
and tree-centric stage, reminds me of the 
nearby-but-no-longer Heidi's 2.0, the Italian 
story tells me to go to the new Scena Tavern 
in Uptown. Get some drinks crafted with Bit- 
tercube bitters and have that mouth-water- 
ing meatball and the pappardelle with veal 
tongue Bolognese as you consider climbing 
to the second floor of this eatery like Chris- 
tiana Clark flawlessly does in the show. It's 
all about Italian with a side of braggadoccio. 


THE CRITIC/THE REAL 
INSPECTOR HOUND 

Guthrie Theater's McGuire 

Proscenium Stage 
www.guthrietheater.org 

Through March 27 

Richard Brinsley Sheridan's nasty 18th 
century spoof on critics, The Critic, adapted 
by Jeffrey Hatcher, is wonderfully contrasted 
with Tom Stoppard's highly imaginative 
spoof on critics, The Real Inspector Hound. 
Michael Kahn has directed these two gems 
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to deliriously and deliciously funny effect. All 
performances are spot on! 


THE DUTCHMAN AND 

THE OWL ANSWERS 

Penumbra Theatre Company 
www.penumbratheatre.org 

Through March 27 

Two classic African American plays from the 
mid-1960s provide a great opportunity to see 
two groundbreakers that helped form the 
discourse on race and racism. Amira Baraka's 
The Dutchman penetrates the sexual tensions 
of an interracial hetero relationship. Adrienne 
Kennedy's The Owl Answers examines issues 
around interracial family history. 


COUNTRY ROADS: THE MUSIC 
OF JOHN DENVER 

Plymouth Playhouse 
www.plymouthplayhouse.com 

Through May 1 

John Denver was a songwriter and singer 
who was country by definition but his work 
was so poetic and wistful that it had cross- 
over appeal like few artists ever. Dennis 
Curley as the headliner and a six-piece band 
deliver favorites like “Rocky Mountain High” 
and “Take Me Home, Country Roads.” 


RESTAURANT PAIRING: 

THE SHERIDAN ROOM 
www.thesheridanroom.com 

In this comfort-food paradise in Northeast 
Minneapolis, they only spin vinyl. And I can 
imagine eating my beer can chicken and 
crooning “Take Me Home, Country Roads” 
from a table in the back of this gem of a new 
eatery. The first time | ever ate at The Sheri- 
dan Room, I swooned over the grilled cheese 


sandwich made with my favorite cheese, 
Prairie Breeze, with apples and the perfect 
smudge of squash. As said by John Denver, it 
“fills up my senses.” 


BLITHE SPIRIT 

Old Log Theater 

www.oldlog.com 

Through May 28 

This is perhaps iconic gay comic playwright 
Noel Coward's most popular, and certainly 
his most imaginative, play. A séance is held 
for the ghost of a man's dead wife. Kather- 
ine Ferrand plays the dotty mystic, Madame 
Arcati. We wonder if ghosts actually do exist 
and if we can truly summon them! 


THE WORKING DEAD 

Brave New Workshop 
www.bravenewworkshop.com 

Through June 11 

This hilarious new revue is a fresh take on 
today's workplace. The micro-aggressions 

of protocols and procedures at work in this 
high-tech-crazy culture we have evolved into 
make for unique comic choices. Performed by 
the region's premier comedy theater. For over 
50 years they've been on the sociopolitical 
cutting edge! 


BEAUTY & THE BEAST 
Chanhassen Dinner Theatres 
www.chanhassendt.com 

Through Sept. 3 

Standards of beauty are rigorously ques- 
tioned in the beloved Disney musical based 
on the beloved Disney film. An enchantress 
turns a handsome prince into an ugly beast. 
A young woman named Belle is seen as odd, 
rather than the beauty she really is. Complete 
with a walking, talking clock and candlestick! 


A 24-DECADE HISTORY OF 
POPULAR MUSIC: THE 20TH 
CENTURY ABRIDGED 

Guthrie Theater's Wurtele Thrust Stage 
www.guthrietheater.org 

March 18-19 

Taylor Mac travels from Tin Pan Alley to rock 
‘n’ roll with a five-piece band to present 240 
years of music. Mac is one for pushing the 
boundaries. From the daringly satirical Hirto 
this 24-decade history, Mac is a rigorous chal- 
lenger of general assumptions about gender. 


LOVE PERSON 
Park Square Theatre's Proscenium Stage 
www.parksquaretheatre.org 
March 18-April 10 
The mysteries of bilingual relationships are 
explored in this new incarnation of Aditi 
Kapil's play which first premiered at Mixed 
Blood in 2008. Since then, it won the Stavis 
Playwriting Award and has been widely pro- 
duced. Sexual orientation, technology, and 
differently abled issues are part of the whole 
picture. 
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2112 Hennepin Ave, Minneapolis, ММ 55405 (612) 341-2112 


Running Aces 


SIGNATURE 
SMALL PLATES 
Dip in for Happy Hour! 


Now with small plates, tap beer & reception platters 
in our renovated bar complete with shiny new tables 
for cheese & chocolate after work or a full fondue 
excursion! Casual, comfortable and way cool! MARCH 27, 2016 
U rese SEATING TIMES 1OAM - 1PM 


CALL 651-925-4577 FOR RESERVATIONS 


JOIN US FOR 


HAPPY HOUR MON-FRI, 4-6 


1/2 off selected beer, wine and cocktails 
MINNEAPOLIS * (612) 338-9900 
MELTINGPOT.COM 
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THE SECRET GARDEN 

Theatre in the Round 
www.theatreintheround.org 

March 18-April 17 

Sylvia Ashby's adaptation of the Frances 
Hodgson Burnett children’s classic is a 
proverbial child’s mystery and adventure 
story. When Mary Lennox explores a gloomy 
old estate she finds a garden that has 

been locked up for a very long time. Ashby 
adapted last TRP season’s popular Anne of 
Green Gables. 


RESTAURANT PAIRING: 

MARIN RESTAURANT & BAR 
www.marinrestaurant.com 

There's something about the stately interior 

of Marin and the somewhat hidden patio just 
along Hennepin Avenue that reminds me of the 
wonderful show, The Secret Garden. І can see 
a kid sneaking around the library in the lower 
level, but maybe not stopping for a drink like 
I'd recommend you do. The way our weather's 
been warming up lately, by the time the perfor- 
mance opens, perhaps you can consider dining 
al fresco in the courtyard before the show? Take 
a hint from the story: live a little. 


WATERMELON HILL 

History Theatre 

www.historytheatre.com 

March 19-April 10 

We are hearing more about unwed pregnant 
mothers giving up their babies to adoption 
under the influence of the Catholic Church. His- 
tory Theatre reflects on a local account of such a 
story from 1965. The young females were given 
a new name and strict instructions for secrecy. 


AN ADULT EVENING OF SHEL 
SILVERSTEIN AND TABLE 12: 

A PLAY AT A WEDDING 
Freshwater Theatre Company 

at Phoenix Theater 
www.freshwatertheatre.com 

March 19-April 3 

An Adult Evening of Shel Silverstein kicks off 
the evening, under the direction of Ariel Leaf, 
revisiting the darkly comic adult world of poet 
Shel Silverstein, where nothing is as it seems 
and where the most innocent conversation 
can turn menacing in an instant. Then, we wel- 
come you to Table 12. If you're seated here, 
the bride and groom would prefer to avoid 
you - and for good reason. Your waiter will be 
by with drinks, food...and restraining order. 


ANIMAL DANCE 

Children's Theatre Company 
www.childrenstheatre.org 

March 22-May 1 

Preschoolers and adults can see choreog- 
rapher and performance artist Ann Carlson 


34 | LAVENDER | MARCH 17-30, 2016 


will have us stamp our hooves 
and clap our paws with animal friends. It’s a 
quest for self-expression and understanding. 
Be very aware that although CTC shows are 
made for children, adults are apt to find it’s 
some of the best theater around for any age. 


ODORI-BA - DANCING PLACES 
Nenkin Butoh Dan 

at The Southern Theater 
www.southerntheater.org 

March 23-25 

Three different locations in the Southern The- 
ater and three simultaneous performances 
will feature Nenkin Butoh Dan (Masanari 
Kawahara, Dustin Maxwell, and Gadu). The 
performances will not be repeated twice in 
the same space. A sign that the Southern is a 
great place to go for the unconventional. 


RESTAURANT PAIRING: 

ZEN BOX IZAKAYA 

Japanese dance theater pairs well with 
Japanese food theater. From the moment 
I’m greeted while coming through the door 
of Zen Box Izakaya until the moment | leave 
with a similar verbal departure, І feel like 
I'm a part of a flavorful food production. Go 
with a group, order at least eight dishes, and 
enjoy the show. 

www.zenboxizakaya.com 


CORIOLANUS & THE NORMAL 
HEART 

New Epic Theater 

at The Lab Theater 
www.newepictheater.org 

March 24-April 16 

New Epic Theater runs Shakespeare's tragedy 
about a Roman general and his domineer- 

ing mother in repertory with Larry Kramer's 
groundbreaking play about the rise of AIDS. 
The same cast of eight local actors will perform 
the plays. Featuring Torsten Johnson (Colossal, 
One Arm) and Guthrie veteran Michelle O'Neill. 


JOSEPH AND THE AMAZING 
TECHNICOLOR DREAMCOAT 
Hennepin Theatre Trust 

at Orpheum Theatre 
www.hennepintheatretrust.org 

March 29-April 3 

It's perhaps Tim Rice & Andrew Lloyd Web- 
ber's lightest musical, but Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat never loses 
its following. This production is directed and 
choreographed by Tony Award-winner Andy 
Blankenbuehler. The biblical story of Joseph 
and the coat of many colors includes the tunes 
"Any Dream Will Do" and "Close Every Door." 


A NIGHT WITH JANIS JOPLIN 
Ordway Center for the Performing Arts 
www.ordway.org 

March 29-April 3 

Polarizing singer Janis Joplin haunts us to 
this very day. Her distinct voice and her music 


Photo by Dan Norman 


style that ranged from the melodic to vocal ex- 
tremes came to an untimely death in 1970 of 

a heroin overdose. Influenced by rhythm and 
blues and the Beat scene, she rebelled against 
her restrictive Texas upbringing. 


C. 

Theater Latté Da 

at The Ritz Theater 
www.theaterlatteda.com 

March 30-April 24 

Bradley Greenwald and Robert Elhai's new 
musical adaptation of Edmond Rostand's 
classic play, Cyrano de Bergerac, is the defini- 
tive story of yearning to be loved by some- 
one we think could not love us. Latté Da has 
been producing some terrific new musicals! 


BUYER AND CELLAR 

Hennepin Theatre Trust 

at New Century Theatre 
www.hennepintheatretrust.org 

March 31-April 24 

Charismatic Sasha Andreev exposes the 
cult of Barbra Streisand in this strange and 
acclaimed one-person show that uses Babs's 
own pictorial book, My Passion for Design, 
as a satirical springboard. Andreev gets to 
run the basement mall in the diva's Malibu 
basement. (“Alright, Mr. DeMille, l'm Ready 


for My Close Up.”) 
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; mission of Gay Men Building Community Through Music for 
AMERICAN COMFORT FOOD « CRAFT BEERS the past 35 years! Celebrate our history and on-going legacy on 
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CATCH ME IF YOU CAN 
The Ames Center 
www.ames-center.com 

April 1-24 

One of Steven Spielberg's lighter films 
became an even better stage musical. A teen- 
aged boy impersonates a doctor, a lawyer, a 
pilot, and forges checks big time. This impos- 
tor is pursued by the FBI. Based on a true 
story, going to show that fact can be stranger 
than fiction. 


TWITCH 

Mathew Janczewski's ARENA DANCES 
at The Southern Theater 
www.southerntheater.org 

April 1-24 

Mathew Janczewski's ARENA DANCES is cel- 
ebrating its 20-year history. Twitch features 
selected works from the company's reper- 
toire and world premiere quartet, Picturing 
That Day, inspired by the artwork of Jim 
Hodges and the music of Irving Berlin. 


CHEER UP GARY 
Four Humors 

at The Southern Theater 
www.southerntheater.org 
April 8-22 

What if cheering up people was turned into a 
business? The UltimateCheerUp packages from 
Four Humors may be just what you need. You'll 
get lots of interesting options at the Southern 
Theater when you choose to be cheered up by 
the wild folks from Four Humors. 


VIOLET 

Yellow Tree Theatre 
www.yellowtreetheatre.com 
April 8-May 8 

Violet has become a classic and is being 
produced by a small theater company 
with an impressive track record with 
musicals. A woman with a disfigured 
face in the 1960s looks for a miracle. 
She hops a Greyhound for Oklahoma 

to meet a televangelist she believes will 
provide that. 


HARVEY 

Guthrie Theater's Wurtele 

Thrust Stage 

www.guthrietheater.org 

April 9-May 15 

The 1945 Pulitzer Prize for Drama went to 
Mary Chase for her hilariously imaginative 
tale of a six-foot-tall rabbit named Har- 
vey. Here's a bona fide classic written by a 
woman that has never gotten the full respect 
it deserves. Harvey's human friend, Elwood, 
threatens his stuffy family's reputation and 
his sister tries to commit him! 
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RESTAURANT PAIRING: 

THE RABBIT HOLE 
www.eatdrinkrabbit.com 

This pairing was a gimme. A production 
with plenty of whimsy requires a meal of the 
same flair. This delightfully designed restau- 
rant in Midtown Global Market serves up 
Koreatown-style dishes with names as funny 
as a six-foot-tall rabbit, like the Bop Bowls 
and The Harold and Kumar Poutine. Don't 
forget an order of the Van Damme Good 
Brussels. They’re damn good. 


DIARY OF A WIMPY KID THE 
MUSICAL - PREMIERE 
Children’s Theatre Company 
www.childrenstheatre.org 

April 12-June 5 

A boy named Greg Heffley is structurally at 
odds with the environment he lives in. Jeff 


Photo by Woodford Sisters Photography 


Kinney’s book series has been adapted into 

a new musical and is produced in special 
arrangement with Fox Stage Productions and 
former Ordway president and Rent producer, 
Kevin McCollom. It's great to see the plight of 
boys put on stage! 


BULLETS OVER BROADWAY 
Ordway Center for the Performing Arts 
www.ordway.org 

April 12-17 

The classic Woody Allen film comedy tells of a 
young playwright in need of financial backing 
for his next show. As you might expect, it’s New 
York and the mob and a showgirl figure into it. 
Its director and choreographer are of Tony fame: 
Susan Stroman. A stellar example of a wonder- 
ful film becoming a wonderful stage work! 


SUNSET BABY 

Penumbra Theatre 
www.penumbratheatre.org 

April 12-May 8 

The disintegration of idealism is portrayed 

as two people face the unimaginable: their 
dreams of revolution being undone from 
within by drugs and conspiracy, as well as 
brutalization in the streets. Penumbra is Amer- 
ica's flagship African American theater. Where 
do these drugs come from? Who or what 
originates these conspiracies, real or not? 


EARTHQUAKES IN LONDON 
Guthrie Theater’s Dowling Studio 
www.guthrietheater.org 

April 13-April 24 

Three daughters struggle with their father’s 
apocalyptic view of the world’s not-too- 
distant future in Mark Bartlett’s epic play that 
spans from 1968 to 2525. Presented by the 
U of M/Guthrie Theater B.F.A. Actor Training 
Program senior class of 2016. A perfect play 
for our time when so many doomsayers are 
so worried! 


FIDDLER ON THE ROOF 

Artistry 

Schneider Theater, Bloomington Center for 
the Arts 

www.artistrymn.org 

April 14-May 8 

The final years of Tsarist Russia and the pov- 
erty and oppression of its Jewish denizens is 
one of the greatest Broadway musicals. Bask 

in such splendid tunes as “If | Were A Rich 
Man,” “Anatevka,” and “Sunrise, Sunset.” Few 
musicals address the problem of change as we 
go through life as poignantly as Fiddler. 


CONSTELLATIONS 
The Jungle Theater 
www.jungletheater.com 
April 15-May 29 
The theories of relativity and quantum 
mechanics play into this acclaimed look into 
romance between two people. It is also the 
play that made Jake Gyllenhall a bona fide 
stage star and not just a movie superstar. In 
Minneapolis, Ron Menzel and Anna Sund- 
berg star in the local premiere! 
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TWO HAPPY HOURS 
7 DAYS A WEEK! 


3:00-6:00pm & 9:00pm-1:00am 


EAT a V U ° 
ду e A. 


$1 Off All Bottled Beer & Cocktails 


$2 Off All Burgers After 9:00pm 


$3 Martinis 
During Happy Hour on Monday & Tuesdays! 


Not applicable during Xcel Energy Center events 


CLOSE TO THE XCEL ENERGY CENTER & THE ORDWAY | WWW.BURGERMOES.COM 
242 WEST 7TH STREET I SAINT PAUL, MN 551021 651.222.3100 


"AMAZING and FANTASTIC! Go see it!" 
- The Advocate 


MARCH 31 - APRIL 24 ; APRIL 29 == MAY 22 Minneapolis Musical Theatr 


NEW CENTURY THEATRE | CITY CENTER | STREET LEVEL 


IN PERSON: New Century Box Office (no service fees) BY PHONE: 612.455.9501 PRESENTED BY 
GROUPS 10+ SAVE! 612.455.9525 ONLINE: HennepinTheatreTrust.org ee ee 


SPRING 


ARTS 
DINING 


LASSO OF TRUTH 

Walking Shadow Theatre Company 

at Playwrights’ Center 
www.walkingshadowcompany.org 

April 15-May 1 

William Marston, inventor of the lie-detector 
machine, created the preeminent female super- 
hero, Wonder Woman. This play features the 
two women Marston lived with in a polyam- 
orous relationship. Both women inspired the 
superhero. Polyamory is one of those taboo 
topics that seems to finally be getting airing! 


SIX CHARACTERS IN 

SEARCH OF AN AUTHOR 

Park Square Theatre's Andy Boss 

Thrust Stage 

www.parksquaretheatre.org 

April 19-May 8 

Imagine a group of people who claim to have 
sprung from the imagination of an author. 
They invade in the form of a mysterious, 
uninvited family on the set of The Maze, a 
reality TV show reminiscent of Orwell's Big 
Brother. Director/writer Alan Berks brilliantly 
comments on social reality and celebrity. 


SLEEPING BEAUTY 

Ballet Minnesota 

at The O'Shaughnessy at St. Catherine 
University 

www.oshag.stkate.edu 

April 22-23 

Only the kiss of a handsome prince can 
awaken her. Little fairies watch over and all 
of our fantasies about true love and happily 
ever after are manifested in this enchanted 
timeless tale. St. Catherine University's O' 
Shaughnessy Auditorium has become a seri- 
ous destination for dance. 


BAND IT, CHOPIN STUDIES, 
AND EXCERPTS FROM 
SEASONS 

James Sewell Ballet 

at The Cowles Center for Dance & the 
Performing Arts 

www.jsballet.org 

April 22-May 1 

American band music, Nashville Ballet Artis- 
tic Director Paul Vasterling's Seasons, and a 
reprise of Sewell's Chopin Studies with live 
piano accompaniment by Tadeusz Majewski. 
JSB has evolved into a preeminent ballet 
company, perhaps the region's best. They 
blur the categories between classicism, con- 
temporary, and camp in a masterful way. 


CHARM 

Mixed Blood Theatre 
www.mixedblood.com 

April 22-May 8 

Mama Darleena is an African American trans 
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woman in her 60s teaching an etiquette 
class to trans youth experiencing home- 
lessness in Chicago. Her students include 
a Latina trans woman, a cisgender couple, 
a local gang member, and a gay suburban 
teen. They all struggle with each other and 
their circumstances. 


WHO HAS EYES TO SEE 

Uprising Theatre Company 

at Andrew Riverside Presbyterian Church 
www.uprisingtheatreco.com 

April 29-May 7 

Shannon T.L. Kearns has written and will 
play the lead character, Jamie, in a story of a 
transgender man who is called home by his 
mother because his sister is in trouble. Being 
back in touch with his mother and his wife, 
Jamie sees that life has changed drastically. 


LEAP OF FAITH 

Minneapolis Musical Theatre 

at New Century Theatre 
www.hennepintheatretrust.org 

April 29-May 22 

When the "Reverend" Jonas Nightingale's 
bus breaks down in a small Kansas town, 
he works his traveling ministry mystification 
on the gullible in a revival tent. However, he 
meets with resistance from the sheriff and 

a local woman who see him as dishonest. 
Based on the '90s Steve Martin movie hit. 


RESTAURANT PAIRING: 
REVIVAL 

www.revivalmpls.com 

Unlike the show about a poser faith-healer, 
there's nothing huckster about this joint. The 
fried chicken is the real deal and the burger is 
just as soul-saving. As in Leap of Faith, you'll 
find yourself yelling "One more!" as you 
ponder your future and well-being. Simply 
put, if you don't already have it, you will 

find religion at Revival. Now, if we could just 
get Steve Martin to Minneapolis to serve us 
some hush puppies, it'd be perfect. 


KID SIMPLE: A RADIO PLAY 

IN THE FLESH 

Swandive Theatre 

at The Southern Theater 
www.southerntheater.org 

April 29-May 22 

A girl invents a machine for hearing sounds 
that cannot be heard. When the machine is 
stolen, she teams up with the last boy virgin 
in the eleventh grade and discovers a fantas- 
tical realm where sound is not what we have 
been made to think it is. 


THE HOUSE OF BLUE LEAVES 
Theatre in the Round 
www.theatreintheround.org 

April 29-May 22 

John Guare's comedy probes the foibles of a 
family in Sunnyside, Queens. Artie dreams of 
writing songs for Hollywood and loathes his 
wife. The Pope is coming to Yankee Stadium. 
Their manic son is AWOL from the army. One 
of the great American plays of the 1960s. 


COMPLICATED FUN 

History Theatre 

www.historytheatre.com 

April 30-May 29 

Ever wonder how Minneapolis became such a mec- 
ca for underground music? Explore the world of 
First Avenue and the '80s scene: the Replacements, 
the Suicide Commandos, Hüsker Dü, Jimmy Jam 
& Terry Lewis, and of course, The Suburbs. The era 
of Ronald Reagan and Rubik's cubes is reflected in 
remembrance of alternative music. 


BIG PANTS & BOTOX 

Plymouth Playhouse 
www.plymouthplayhouse.com 

May 5-Aug. 14 

Turning 50 can be a traumatic event for many 
of us. Kimberly Richards of Late Nite Catechism 
fame plays in this comedy by Girls Night 
author, Louis Roche. Aging need not be some- 
thing dreadful. Maybe the less serious we take 
it, the more we explore the lighter side of it. 
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CINDERELLA 1944: A LOVE 
STORY 

Ames Center’s Black Box Theatre 
www.ames-center.com 

May 6-8 

The timeless fairy tale is reimagined in 
England during World War Il when the Nazis 
were trying to bomb the country to Kingdom 
Come. Twin Cities Ballet artistic director 
Denise Vogt interviewed her English relatives 
about their experiences of that dreadful time 
as background. 


THE SPARROW 

Live Action Set 

at The Southern Theater 
www.southerntheater.org 

May 6-20 

There is a cycle to life and to all things in life. 
A crew of sailors see the arrival of a sparrow 
as the end of their long journey. The inven- 
tively physical Live Action Set celebrates 
these cycles with an emphasis on life’s 
joyous possibilities as they blur the edges of 
genre definitions. 


TROUBLE IN MIND 

Guthrie Theater’s McGuire Proscenium 
Stage 

www.guthrietheater.org 

May 7-June 5 

Before Lorraine Hansberry, there was Alice 
Childress (1916-1994), one of the tower- 

ing African American playwrights. That the 
Guthrie is finally producing one of her plays 
should be shouted from the mountaintops! 
Set in New York, 1957, as rehearsals begin for 
a racially integrated production. 


THE SHINING 

Minnesota Opera 

at Ordway Center for the Performing Arts 
www.mnopera.org 

May 7-15 

Stephen King's iconic novel becomes an op- 
era by Pulitzer Prize-winning composer Paul 
Moravec and librettist Mark Campbell (Silent 
Night, The Manchurian Candidate). Campbell 
is in a class by himself as an opera script 
writer who has an utterly visionary sense of 
turning great novels (and films) into operatic 
powerhouses. 


RESTAURANT PAIRING: 

THE COMMODORE 
www.thecommodorebar.com 

The reborn sparkling gem of Cathedral Hill 

in St. Paul, The Commodore, gets me in the 
mood for an operatic, downward spiral story. 
| wouldn't mind losing my mind as | wonder 
if l'm really talking to the bartender at one of 
The Commodore's glorious art deco bars, or 
if it's a ghost from the past when Zelda and F. 
Scott Fitzgerald used to reside in one of the 
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apartments above. The liquors are bootleg- 
distance local and the food is delectable. 
Watch for the trick hallway, though. While 
there aren't any ghostly twins to be seen, 
there's a mirror that might make for a rough 
night. 


THE BOOK OF MORMON 
Hennepin Theatre Trust 

at Orpheum Theatre 
www.hennepintheatretrust.org 

May 10-29 

This mischievous musical captures the sar- 
donically snarky world of post-9/11 resigna- 
tion. Nothing is sacred, from the Mormon 
Church to Ugandan AIDS sufferers. Creator 
Trey Parker wants us to stop being so serious 
and have a laugh. A seriously successful 
musical, to be sure. 


2016 Q-STAGE: NEW WORKS 
SERIES 

20% Theatre Company Twin Cities 

at Intermedia Arts 
www.tctwentypercent.org 

May 12-22 

Four experimental new works from local 
queer artists. This experimental series sup- 
ports local, queer artists and performance- 
makers who need a stage and resources to 
further develop and share new work for each 
other and a public audience. Selected artists 
engage in a six-month development process. 


THE INGENIOUS GENTLEMAN 
DON QUIXOTE OF LA MANCHA 
Guthrie Theater's Dowling Studio 
www.guthrietheater.org 

May 13-22 

The Four Humors group takes the Don Quix- 
ote archetype, putting the artist and the actor 


Photo by Joan Marcus 


into a collaboration of sorts, to create a new 
reality, or is it an illusion of reality? What if 
you can't leave that "unreal" world? Will the 
Man of La Mancha be able to continue in that 
world or not? 


BLITHE SPIRIT 

Artistry 

Black Box Theater, Bloomington Center for 
the Arts 

www.artistrymn.org 

May 19-June 12 

Gay master playwright Noel Coward's zany 
look at an English novelist who invites a 
medium to hold a séance, reels in the laughs 
when the ghost of his temperamental first 
wife decides to haunt the house. A humor- 
ous look at what, for many, is a scary subject. 
That's Coward for you! 


QUEENS 

Sandbox Theatre 

Park Square Theatre's Andy Boss Thrust 
Stage 

www.parksquaretheatre.org 

May 19-June 4 

The time is the early 1900s, a generation after 
the Civil War, and an aging African American 
boxer is preparing for his final fight. Jim Crow 
America is new territory for the inventive Sand- 
box Theatre; an eagerly awaited production. 


SONS OF THE PROPHET 
Park Square Theatre's Proscenium Stage 
www.parksquaretheatre.org 
May 20-June 5 
Stephen Karam’s Pulitzer Prize-finalist play 
looks into the lives of a family whose roots 
are in Lebanon and now live in the U.S. 
Family issues, the problem of chronic pain, 
and insurance make this very much a play 
of our time. Sasha Andreev plays the gay 
protagonist in a production directed by Jef 
Hall-Flavin. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 42 ==> 


Photo by Eric Melzer 


March 7-23 
15% Off 3-5 Bottles* 
20% Off 6-11 Bottles* 
25% Off 12+ Bottles* 


*Not valid on green tag/sale priced items, coupon items, 
and/or with other promotions. While supplies last. 


March 2016 
10% Off 2 Bottles* 
15% Off 3+ Bottles* 


*Not valid on green tag/sale priced items, coupon items, 
and/or with other promotions. While supplies last. 


1 point = $1 spent 
250 points = $10 gift card 
500 points = $25 gift card 
1000 points = $60 gift card 


LOWRY m LIQUORS 


1922 Hennepin Ave 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 
ШШ кш 


Visit our sister store: 


lakeside 
WINE 
+SPIRITS 


1916 W. Wayzata Blvtl 
Long Lake, MN 55356 
Lakesidewineandspirits.com 


MINNESOTA ORCHESTRA 


ALAN CUMMING 
SINGS SAPPY SONGS 
Mar 26 


Alan Cumming, vocals 
Lance Horne, piano / Eleanor Norton, cello 


“As a Tony Award-winning showstopper 


or that (Emmy-nominated) guy from 
The Good Wife, those who know of Alan 
Cumming are unabashedly entranced by 
him...he’s an icon to behold.” 

—The New York Times 


Please note: the Minnesota Orchestra 
does not perform on this program 


PINK MARTINI 


with the Minnesota Orchestra 
Apr 29-30 


Sarah Hicks, conductor 


Founded in Portland in 1994, this ensemble clicks 
on pop favorites like Dream A Little Dream of Me 
and Que Sera, Sera as well as their own delightfully 
quirky originals—a perfect match with the 
Minnesota Orchestra. 


minnesotaorchestra.org 
612.371.5656 / Orchestra Hall 


Creative Partner: Media Partner: ¥€ StarTribune 


PHOTO Pink Martini: Holly Andres 
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THE CHRISTIANS 

Walking Shadow Theatre Company 

at Mixed Blood Theatre 
www.walkingshadowcompany.org 

May 20-June 11 

Lucas Hnath’s play looks into a church 

in which an announcement by its pastor 
changes the very identity of how the congre- 
gation regards itself. The dramatic structure 
is of a live sermon. In recent years, American 
theater has done much to redefine how we 
think of Christianity. 


SCAPEGOAT 

Pillsbury House + Theatre 
www.pillsburyhouseandtheatre.org 

May 27-June 26 

The place is Elaine, Arkansas, 1919. Black 
sharecroppers Effie and Virgil are trying to 
organize for better wages but are violently 
thwarted by white residents. This leads to one 
of the biggest race riots in U.S. history. Written 
by the accomplished Christina Ham. Part two 
muses on the effects of this in the future. 


BURIED CHILD 

Red Bird Theatre 

at The Southern Theater 
www.southerntheater.org 

May 27-June 19 

Buried Child looms to this day, in the eyes 

of many, as Sam Shepard's greatest play. 
Director Genevieve Bennett is a fine choice to 
direct this examination of a Midwestern fam- 
ily's violent dysfunction, chronic secrecy, and 
a son who comes to break the negative cycle. 


MACBETH 

Chameleon Theatre Circle 

Black Box Theatre at the Ames Center 
www.ames-center.com 

June 3-12 

Chameleon Theatre Circle stages Shake- 
speare’s darkest tragedy, revealing what can 
happen when ambition is put into motion 
by merciless bloodletting. A royal couple 
personifies a sick relationship wherein each 
brings out the worst in the other. So how can 
they stop the horrific momentum they've 
launched? 


SENSE AND SENSIBILITY 
Theatre in the Round 
www.theatreintheround.org 

June 3-26 

No one has examined the subtleties of the 
female/male relationship like the great Jane 
Austen. Almost two centuries after her 
time when she had to hide her manuscripts 
because she was a woman, it's bittersweet 
to know that her novels have been adapted 
regularly into plays. Here we see two sisters 
and their opportunities for marriage. 
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RESTAURANT PAIRING: BETTY 
DANGER’S COUNTRY CLUB 
www.bettydangers.com 

Have you seen Austenland? You really need 
to. It's about how we love to live in the era 
of Jane Austen, but how life just isn’t made 
to be that way today. So, as homage to 

then with an update for now, | recommend 
heading over to Betty Danger’s Country Club 
before Sense and Sensibility to see how 
propriety can be flipped on its ear when 
pomp and circumstance have gone amok, 
ladies first. The food is fantastic, the drinks 
are frilly, and the ferris wheel is anything but 
sense and sensibility. 


BALLAD OF THE PALE 
FISHERMAN 

Transatlantic Love Affair 

at The Southern Theater 
www.southerntheater.org 

June 3-July 17 

One of the region’s best physical theaters re- 
prises one of its best productions. A woman 
who happens to be a seal falls in love with 

a fisherman and must choose between land 
and sea. Song, movement, multiple role 
playing, and dreamy transitions make this an 
ideal small-scale production. 


MILLION DOLLAR QUARTET 

Old Log Theater 

www.oldlog.com 

June 10, 2016-Jan. 21, 2017 

How can you go wrong with the reenact- 
ment of four legendary rock 'n' rollers in a 
storefront studio in Memphis, 1956? Johnny 
Cash, Jerry Lee Lewis, Carl Perkins, and Elvis 
Presley mix it up in the one and only time 
these four icons-to-be played together. A rock 
jam session for the ages. 


ORPHEUS UNSUNG 

Guthrie Theater's Dowling Studio 
www.guthrietheater.org 

June 16-18 

This you don't want to miss! This world 
premiere production will feature S? Percus- 
sion's Jason Treuting and musicians of The 
Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra. Kaleidoscopic 
cinematic imagery and dance shape this "op- 
era without words." Grammy Award-winning 
composer Steven Mackey in collaboration 
with percussionist/composer Treuting. 


based on the novel by 


fane Austen 


Poster courtesy of Theatre in the Round 


Photo courtesy of The Southern Theater 


TOT: THE UNTOLD, YET 
SPECTACULAR STORY OF 
(A FILIPINO) HULK HOGAN 
Mu Performing Arts 

at Park Square Theater 
www.muperformingarts.org 

June 16-26 

An immigrant boy travels from the oppres- 
sive Ferdinand Marcos-ruled Philippines to 
the San Francisco Bay Area to meet his long- 
lost parents. From the profound difficulties 
of military rule to profound loneliness in the 
U.S., his subconscious conjures a pro-wres- 
tling fantasy to escape into. 


CALENDAR GIRLS 

Park Square Theatre’s Proscenium Stage 
www.parksquaretheatre.org 

June 17-July 24 

Raising funds for a charity compels a group of 
women to pose in the buff for a calendar behind 
flowers and cakes. While showing their outer 
beauty to the world they discover their own 
inner beauty. Out of this emerges a sense of 
vulnerability in unison with bonds of friendship. 


LE SWITCH 

The Jungle Theater 
www.jungletheater.com 

June 17-July 31 

Playwright Philip Dawkins muses on what oc- 
curs when marriage equality reaches the U.S. 
When circumstances send David to Montreal, 
he falls in love with a florist unexpectedly. 
What happens when a gay man who has 
never been allowed to marry finds that he 
can? How does his self-image change? 


SOUTH PACIFIC 

Guthrie Theater’s Wurtele Thrust Stage 
www.guthrietheater.org 

June 18-Aug. 28 

New Guthrie Artistic Director Joe Haj is pas- 
sionate about theater reaching across cultural 
barriers. He has astutely chosen the great 
Rodgers and Hammerstein musical that looks 
at two Americans in love, one with a European 
and one with a Polynesian. Its gorgeous tunes 
include “Bali Hai” and “Some Enchanted 


Evening.” 
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night of THE NORMAL HEART 
Thursday, March 24th! 


Visit THELABTHEATER.ORG 
and use the code 
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THERES THEATER 


612.555.7977 


general seating > subject to availability 
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WOOD FIRE PIZZA 


96 BROADWAY ST. NE 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55413 


AMIC 
CATERING 
612.238.4444. damico.com Bring this ad in and receive 1096 off your order. 


DINNER THEATRES 


hanhassen 


entertaining You 


952.934.1525 ChanhassenDT.com 


Michael Monroe: 


Beautiful Vision: 
Jeff Dayton The Songs of 
Salutes Glen Van Morrison 


Cam pbell Dinn Featuring Mick Sterling 
April 1 - 2 April 1 - 2 
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THE BRIDGES OF 

MADISON COUNTY 

Hennepin Theatre Trust 

at Orpheum Theatre 
www.hennepintheatretrust.org 

June 21-26 

Speaking to our hopes for a second chance, an 
lowa housewife and a photographer happen 
into an unexpected romance which shatters 
their self-perceptions. Based on the best-sell- 
ing novel by Robert James Waller, it stands as 
a significant look at middle-aged love and the 
musical version won two Tony Awards. 


THE JUNGLE BOOK 

Old Log Theater 

www.oldlog.com 

June 21-August 12 

A new adaptation of Rudyard Kipling's beloved 
children's novel imagines a lost boy raised by 
wolves in the Indian jungles. Befriended by a 
laid-back bear and protected by a regal panther, 
young Mowgli navigates his elemental way 
that doesn't rely on human connection, but 
with connection of animal nature. 


THE BEGINNING OF THINGS 
Dance and Other Behaviors 

at The Southern Theater 
www.southerntheater.org 

June 23-26 

Bold physicality and experimental narrative 
storytelling infuse the work of Dance and 
Other Behaviors. Those who also want some- 
thing familiar, yet groundbreaking in its time, 
will be interested in a solo work inspired by 
the landmark feminist fiction narrative, The 
Awakening by Kate Chopin. Another notable 
Southern dance opportunity. 


THE LION KING 

Hennepin Theatre Trust 

at Orpheum Theatre 
www.hennepintheatretrust.org 

July 5-Aug. 7 

See this great and inventive Disney musical, 
maybe the best Disney musical ever, in the 
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very theater where it was developed. Director 
Julie Taymor integrated masks, puppets, 
beguiling visuals, and profound and funny 
animal characterizations drawn from the 
enormously popular movie. But it's better 
than the movie! 


JEEVES INTERVENES 

Theatre in the Round 
www.theatreintheround.org 

July 8-31 

The archetype of the valet/butler was penned 
by P.G. Wodehouse. Jeeves is the very pic- 
ture of smoothness and sophistication as he 
stands by his idle employer and friend, play- 
boy Bertie. Where would those rich folks be if 
their underlings didn't look out for them? 


A HILL IN NATCHEZ 

Joseph Horton 

at The Southern Theater 
www.southerntheater.org 

July 14-17 

A scenic hill turns into a bizarre bazaar where 
humans are sold. Music, visuals, and dance 
tell of a man and a woman caught up in it all. 
A comment on the New World where new 
symbols evolve that reflect violence, seduc- 
tion, and laws asserted by a dubious new 
power structure. 


DISGRACED 

Guthrie Theater's McGuire 

Proscenium Stage 
www.guthrietheater.org 

July 16-Aug. 28 

Winner of the 2013 Pulitzer Prize for Drama 
and nominated for the 2015 Tony Award for 
Best Play, playwright Ayad Akhtar gives us 
a dramatic New York dinner party through 
which issues of material success, religion, art, 
and allegiances are thrashed out. 


RESTAURANT PAIRING: 
EASTSIDE 

www.eastsidempls.com 

Because it's near the Guthrie, is called 
Eastside, and screams "dinner party" for 
lovers of art and the finer things, | choose 
this restaurant for Disgraced. Not because 
it's a disgrace in any way, but | can honestly 
see myself yelling across a table or flinging 
a Campari-red drink at a friend while the 


spicy chicken sandwich heats me up from 
the inside-out. Eastside looks calm, cool, and 
collected, but its food gives way to a more 
passionate buildup. 


FIRST NIGHTS OF A 

FOOT FLIGHT! 

Eclectic Edge Ensemble 

at The Southern Theater 
www.southerntheater.org 

July 21-24 

Eclectic Edge Ensemble and Artistic Director 
Karis Sloss give us an evening of jazz dance. 
It will probably make you want to move! 
Newly composed music, concert works by 
Sloss, guest choreographers, not to mention 
sneak peek moments from A Midsummer 
Night's Dream, a future full-length work. 


A BOY AND HIS SOUL 

Guthrie Theater’s Dowling Studio 
www.guthrietheater.org 

Aug. 9-28 

OBIE and Lucille Lortel Award and Tony-nom- 
inee Colman Domingo shares his acclaimed 
performance about coming of age as an 
African American in Philadelphia in the 1970s 
and '80s. This show played to rave reviews at 
New York's Vineyard Theatre. An example of 
the Guthrie's diverse style in its new era. 


RHYTHMICALLY SPEAKING 
2016 

Rhythmically Speaking 

at The Southern Theater 
www.southerntheater.org 

Aug. 18-20 

This annual showcase of choreographers 
inspired by jazz and rhythm features talent 
from the Twin Cities both emerging and 
established. It suits the Southern Theater in 
its rebirth as a significant center for innova- 
tive performance work. It also serves as a 
reminder that the Twin Cities has a thriving 
jazz scene. 


600 YEARS 

Sandbox Theatre 

at The Southern Theater 
www.southerntheater.org 

Aug. 26-Sept. 18 

What if original sin were debatable and it 
was finally clarified that people are basi- 
cally good? Imagine six centuries from now 
when murder and deceit no longer exist and 
women take extraordinary risks and face 
unprecedented danger to save humanity 
from extinction. Watch Sandbox employ its 
signature physical style. 


BARS AND MEASURES 

The Jungle Theater 
www.jungletheater.com 

Aug. 26-Oct. 9 

A universal problem: whether those things 
that divide us can either drive us apart or 
lead to reconciliation. Imagine two brothers. 
Classical music versus jazz. Christian versus 
Muslim. Living free or behind bars. This 
stands as one of the fine examples of Jungle 
Theater producing major new plays. Ш 
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OUR LIVES 


LEATHER LIFE | BY STEVE LENIUS 


Mr. Twin Cities Leather 2016 
“Hello From the Outside” 


The Mr. Twin Cities Leather 2016 title was 
awarded to Emerson Kellogg on Saturday eve- 
ning, Feb. 13, at The Saloon. At the time Kellogg 
was presented with the title sash he was wearing 
only a harness, a leather jock, and a pair of red 
patent leather spike-heeled pumps (and “jungle 
red” fingernails that matched the pumps). 

Kellogg had plenty of company in the heels 
department: one other contestant, at least one 
other judge, two Saturday-afternoon discussion 
panel members, and both emcees sported high 
heels at some point during the weekend. 

In this and so many other ways, this year’s 
Twin Cities Leather weekend, held from Fri- 
day, Feb. 12 to Sunday, Feb. 14, was not your 
granddaddy’s leather contest. And that’s okay, 
or even better than okay. The weekend was a 
safe space for “outsiders among outsiders,” 
which also happened to be the theme of one of 
the weekend’s Kink U presentations. 

In the Twin Cities and elsewhere, leather 
and kink culture is evolving to become a safe 
and accepting place for all ages, genders, orien- 
tations, ethnicities, and interests. Throughout 
the weekend, from Friday evening’s Meet & 
Greet to Sunday’s Victory Brunch, I saw shin- 
ing examples of the collective energy, exhilara- 
tion, and sense of belonging and participation 
(and let’s not forget fun) that this atmosphere 
and attitude can inspire. 

Friday’s Meet & Greet was about more 
than meeting the contestants and judges for 
the weekend. A raffle raised money for the Se- 
ville Fund, a scholarship program for GLBTQI 
young people affected by homelessness. Twin 
Cities Leather & Latte (TCL&L), the weekend’s 
producers, unveiled their new retail branding 
scheme. And Stephen Patton, the outgoing Mr. 
Twin Cities Leather 2015, was given a step-aside 
sendoff by his fellow titleholders. They offered 
congratulations and benedictions, in person and 
via video, while masquerading as members of 
the esteemed, semi-secret Old Guard leather 
organization known as The Council of Elders. 

Saturday afternoon’s Kink U education 
events, presented by Titans of the Midwest, 
included classes on rope, flogging, and mind 
fucks, as well as the above-mentioned panel 
discussion titled “Sexuality and Desire: Being 
an Outsider Among Outsiders.” Panelists dis- 


Emerson Kellogg, Mr. Twin Cities Leather 2016. 
Photo by Steve Lenius 


cussed fetishes and kinks that are outside the 
community’s mainstream, including “littles” 
(age play), “furries” (arousal by fur suits), and 
drag, heels, and corsets, as well as other kinds 
of gender nonconformity. 

Saturday evening’s contest featured some 
amazing fantasy presentations by the contes- 
tants. Justin Anderson demonstrated how to 
give a coffee enema (perhaps inspired by the “& 
Latte” portion of Twin Cities Leather & Latte). 
Steve Sinclair demonstrated how to do a leather 
makeover while lip-syncing to “Popular,” sung 


by Kristin Chenoweth, from the Broadway mu- 
sical Wicked. (Showtunes! Yes!) Anthony Sivan- 
thaphanith’s fantasy showed him doing interest- 
ing things to someone dressed in a teddy bear 
suit (see “furries” mentioned above). 

The most spectacular fantasy performance 
of the evening was Emerson Kellogg’s adap- 
tation of pop music megastar Adele’s “Hello” 
video (which includes the lyrics “Hello from 
the outside”), complete with sunglasses, wind- 
blown blonde hair, and swirling autumn leaves. 
There was one change: the telephone booth in 
Adele’s video was replaced by a glory hole. 

Although the announcement of Emerson 
Kellogg as the new Mr. Twin Cities Leather 
2016 was the climax of the weekend, there was 
still one more honor to bestow. At Sunday’s 
Victory Brunch, the Robert Smith Community 
First Award was presented to John Bigger. The 
award recognized Bigger’s “ongoing contribu- 
tions to the Minnesota Leather Community.” 

Judges for the weekend were Kevin Mur- 
phy, Mr. Leather Ireland 2015 and first runner- 
up to International Mr. Leather 2015; Brian 
“Bolt” Donner, Mr. Tri-State Leather 2014 and 
second runner-up to International Mr. Leather 
2015; Tim Hotchkin, International Leatherboy 
2015; Jefferson Tugger, Mr. Phoenix Leather 
2015; Trevor Black, Mr. San Francisco Leather 
2015 (also known as drag artist Jem Jehova); 
Lucket Kiche, Ms Iowa Leather 2015; Greg 
Menzel, Mr. Twin Cities Leather 2014; and An- 
drew Bertke, chief judge and member of the 
Atons of Minneapolis. 

The weekend’s emcees were Karri Plow- 
man and drag artist Camille Collins. Tally- 
master was Michael Kramer. Bootblack for 
the weekend was Erick Joseph, Alaska State 
Bootblack, from Anchorage, Alaska. Weekend 
events were ASL signed by boy Woody, Great 
Lakes Leatherboy 2015. 

As Mr. Twin Cities Leather 2016, Kellogg 
will represent Twin Cities Leather & Latte and 
Minnesota’s leather community in the 38th 
annual International Mr. Leather competition 
(www.imrl.com), May 27-30, 2016 (Memorial 
Day weekend), in Chicago. B 


See more photos online at 
www.LavenderMagazine.com 
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OUR HOMES 


RIDE REVIEW | BY RANDY STERN | PHOTOS BY RANDY STERN 


2016 Lexus RX 


What goes well with fine arts and dining? A fine luxury car! 

We're exaggerating here, but there is a point being made. The luxury 
car market has seen its share of sales growth of crossovers and SUVs, 
along with mainstream brands. It is no surprise to find that the most 
popular SUV/crossover in the luxury market is the Lexus RX. 

The RX practically invented the phylum of "luxury crossover." It 
came about in 1998 as an early 1999 model where Toyota took a car- 
based platform and crafted a two-row crossover for the Lexus brand. 
'They emphasized not only a distinctive design and interior atmosphere, 
but a comfortable ride-handling mix expected from a Lexus. The result 
was not only its lead in sales volume, but earning the trust of its owners 
toward the highest loyalty level of any vehicle in its class. If you have a 
Lexus RX, it is almost expected that you will own another one. 

For 2016, there is a new RX. It follows the same formula as its previ- 
ous three versions: two rows of seating, a V6 engine with an available 
hybrid gas-electric driveline, available all-wheel drive, and spacious ac- 
commodations for everything (including a major shopping yield). You 
can also get an F Sport version for a more aggressive look and feel, now 
for both the regular V6 and Hybrid models. 

There is more to this fourth generation RX. Much more! 

You have already seen what Lexus has already done with the exterior 
by looking at these photos alone. It is a continuation of a design language 
now honed in on the smaller NX crossover. The spindle grille becomes 
a focal point for the entire front end. Everything else is shaped from that 
face. The headlamps are angled back while the lower side areas include 
integrated fog and driving lamps for better night vision and daytime vis- 
ibility. Our RX 350 tester had the “standard” grille with a linear horizontal 
set of slats all the way down to the lower trim. 

The lines flow rearward with many shapes to cheat the wind. Mean- 
while, the roof offers a rakish windshield and the most controversial 
piece of the entire vehicle, the C Pillar. Lexus decided to make the rear 
area more dramatic by creating a “floating roof’ motif with the glass- 
house angled down to the beltline at the very end. There is a piece of 


glass back there, smaller than any seen on prior RX versions. 

The tailgate has a similarly raking shape for the glass, while offering 
a three-dimensional series of shapes to bring the taillight assembly out- 
ward and other visual effects for the license plate area and the bumper. 
Though it still stands tall, Lexus ensures us that they'll use the right size 
of wheels to finish each model's look. Our Luxury package model had 
nice 20-inch alloy wheels with large vent openings. 

While the exterior offered the biggest dramatic change in the RX, 
it will be the interior that offers the biggest leap in improvement over 
previous generations. The biggest change is the shifter; while it used 
to be housed high on the console in a 45-degree angle, Lexus raised the 
console higher and placed a shorter shifter upright just like the rest of 
the brand's lineup. This is a huge, and welcomed, change. 

The rest of the interior continues this huge and dramatic change. 
The instrument panel is now aligned with the latest Lexus models — a 
straight forward binnacle with large dials and a customizable TFT screen 
in the middle, along with a short center stack for the audio and climate 
controls. The infotainment screen is placed inside of a deep cowl with 
excellent eye contact position. It is now a tablet-like screen, with a stan- 
dard eightinch version, leading to an available 12.3-inch wide screen. 
Our version had the smaller screen, which worked very well. Although, 
Lexus' Remote Touch “mouse” still controls the functions on the screen. 
Itis still one of the weakest spots on the RX, as the Remote Touch con- 
troller is pretty finicky, even when it has to complete a command on the 
screen. Lexus Enform drives a series of connected services using both 
Bluetooth and on-board mobile technologies, enabling a dial-in service 
to send destinations to the RX and an app suite that allows for certain 
phone apps to be utilized in the vehicle. 

Five adults will enjoy loads of space in both rows. Front seats are 
sized well, but do not offer enough bolstering to lock front occupants in. 
There are power adjustments for the lumbar and thigh support, along 
with standard rake, recline, and high adjustments. Rear seat occupants 
enjoy good comfort with more than enough head and leg room for ev- 
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RIDE REVIEW 


eryone. The rear seatbacks do recline and the cushions also adjust for 
rake. In other words, it should be no problem for you to set a reservation 
for five at your favorite place to eat and grab five tickets to the theater — 
while riding along in luxury. 

Cargo space starts with just 18.4 cubic feet with the retractable cover 
in place, yet is expandable to 56.3 cubic feet with the rear seat folded 
down. For that finishing touch, our Luxury package tester came with a 
lovely sapele wood finish inlaid between brushed aluminum trimmings. 
In all, the RX has one of the finest cabins in its class. 

Lexus also did a lot of work underneath the hood. The 3.5-liter V6 
may look the same as in previous generations; however, there is a sig- 
nificant and noticeable power increase than ever before. This engine is 
now rated at 295 horsepower and you can feel it! It also helps to have an 
all-new eight-speed automatic transmission connected to it. This combi- 
nation exhibits a quicker and more flexible driveline with smooth moves 
in passing and in maintaining highway speed. This Luxury trim version 
had all-wheel drive, which offers a lockable differential to ensure maxi- 
mum traction. Plus, there are selectable drive modes that actually affect 
throttle response and gearing. In terms of fuel consumption, the RX 350 
averaged 19.5 MPG in our care. 

One expects the RX to ride smoothly and handle competently. Further 
improvements were made to the suspension to enable a greater balance be- 
tween a comfortable ride and competent cornering. The result is perhaps 
the core of why the RX is a leader in its class. It does everything well as 
advertised. Although, you will experience a bit of roll when going through 
the cloverleafs. Otherwise, it is a very nice riding vehicle for its class. 

Stopping the RX is a smooth experience. A solid braking system yield- 


ed good behaviors in normal, panic, and winter situations. The steering 
system feels good, offers a good turning radius and a solid on-center 
lock. Part of the latter comes from the Lane Keep Assist feature that 
uses the steering system to lock the RX in-between the lines as guided 
by sensors underneath the vehicle. Active safety features also include 
adaptive cruise control guided by a radar system, blind spot monitoring, 
a 360-degree camera system with a rear-view monitor and cross-traffic 
alerts, parking sensors front and back, and a pre-collision system with 
pedestrian detection. These are just to name a few of the technological 
leaps the Lexus RX undertook for this new edition. 

Obviously, the Lexus RX will cost more than just a fine dinner for five 
and concert tickets for everyone. The base price of a front-drive RX 350 
is $41,900. The all-wheel drive RX 350 we tested came with a sticker price 
of $55,690, including the luxury package and various other options. For 
the curious, hybrid RX 450h models start at $52,235. F Sport versions of 
the RX 350 and RX 450h are a bit extra, $49,125 and $55,645 respectively. 

The art of living luxurious should never be compromised. Like fine 
food, wine, and culture, there needs to be a compliment to that lifestyle. 
This has been the realm of the Lexus RX right from the start. This new 
2016 version elevates the experience with new style, luxury, perfor- 
mance and technology. 

As far as how the Lexus RX stacks up against the competition, con- 
sider how much it has done to cultivate its loyal ownership base. Now, 
consider how it continues to sell above all models in its class as well as 
being the sales leader of the brand. Luxury is a feeling of something 
special to behold and enjoy. That in itself describes the Lexus RX. This 
ideal continues with this new version. BM 
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OUR VOICES 


DATELAND | BY JENNIFER PARELLO 


She Swiped Right (Finally 


Its a sunny Sunday morning and Im sitting in the kitchen with my 
girlfriend's brother who is showing me the dating app Tinder. 

He’s straight and single, and he’s an enthusiastic proponent of online 
dating. He displays his phone and flips through a blizzard of photos of 
single women — swiping right if he likes one, and left if he doesn’t. 

“Tf I reject one, ГЇЇ never see her again,” he explains, merrily left-swip- 
ing one poor girl into oblivion. “Once she’s rejected, Tinder will hide her 
from me forevermore.” 

“Well, I’m glad Tinder wasn’t around when I first met your sister,” I 
say. “If it was, we wouldn’t be together today.” 

“How come?” he asks. 

“Because, 26 years ago, she swiped left,” I say. 

I met her a quarter of a century ago in a pre-coming out group, which 
was designed to give women who were curious about the lifestyle a taste 
of gaydom before we decided whether we had a real appetite for it. It was 
sort of a nursery school for prospective lesbians. 

This group proved to be one of the most important social experienc- 
es of my life. It’s where I met several women who would become lifelong 
best friends. 

And it’s where I met the woman I would fall in love with — and stay 
in love with — for a quarter of a century, even though she was out of my 
reach for most of that time. 

When we met, I was 25 and she was 24. We bumbled our way through 
a brief, charmingly innocent romance that left me hopelessly besotted, 
but which rattled her to the core. In 1990, it was still pretty scary to 
be gay, and much easier to embrace a conventional life than to take a 
chance on a wildcard like me. 


So, she “ghosted me,” as the kids today like to say, disappearing 
from my life for over two decades. I spent those decades in the wilder- 
ness, trying — and failing — to recapture the enchantment of those few 
months with her. 

I didn’t want to be in love with her. I tried to forget her. I regularly 
called myself stupid, a moron, a lunatic. Yet, the insults didn’t work. She 
lurked on the periphery of my heart, shooing away anyone who tried to 
get too close to it. 

Then, last year, on the 25th anniversary of our first kiss, magically 
(through the power of Facebook) we reconnected. And even more magi- 
cally, she was no longer afraid. In fact, she was raring to go! 

“What took you so long?” she asked soon after we reconnected. “I’ve 
been waiting for you.” 

Suddenly, all those years of fruitless searching made perfect sense. 
I could never find a replacement for her because one didn’t exist. She is 
my person in this world, and I’m hers. 

Just as I finish telling her brother this story, she pads into the kitchen 
wearing plush pajamas festooned in cartoon bears. She just woke up and 
is bleary-eyed. She glares at us, silently threatening us not to speak to 
her until after she has her coffee. She is not a morning person. 

“What are you doing?” she asks, as her brother and I hover over his 
phone. She is pouring coffee into a mug, so it’s now safe to speak. 

“He’s teaching me how to use Tinder,” I say. “Seeing what else is out 
there in case you get in the mood to ghost me again.” 

She considers this for a moment while taking a long sip of coffee, and 
then walks over to me. With her index finger, she slowly swipes a line 
across my chest. “Too late,” she says. “I swiped right. You're taken.” B 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


COFFEE SHOPS 


Fireroast, a gay-owned community coffee 
shop. Food & coffee created by a staff that 
cares! Meeting Space with a gender neutral 
restroom. 3800 37th Ave S, Minneapolis. 


HOUSE CLEANING 


TERRY LIDDELL, Residential cleaning. 
Dependable - Honest. Excellent references. 
Weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, flexible 
schedules in Minneapolis. Call Terry: [612] 
834-4887, the cleaningguy99(dgmail.com. 


JEWELERS 


Read our reviews! At Uniquely Yours 
Custom Designed Jewelry, we create 
unique engagement & wedding rings, 
& more! Expert jewelry restorations 
&repairs. Passion fuels everything 
we create. READ OUR REVIEWS! 
www.uniquelyyourscustomjewelry.com 
612-746-0508 


OFFICIANTS 


Rev. Gennifer Johnson, Blessed Harmony 
Spiritual. Ordained minister, wedding and 
eventplanning, premarital planning, Flowerof 
Life Meditational Workshops.(715] 475-8268, 
www.blessedharmonyspiritualservices.com. 


REAL ESTATE 


BUYING? SELLING? RELOCATING? 
Instant Access to Minneapolis & Nation's 
Top Gay Realtors. We Represent You! 
WWW.GAYREALESTATE.COM. 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting in 
bodywork at its best! Bruck, MT, DC in South 
Minneapolis @ (612) 306-6323. 
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ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING 


EMPLOYMENT 


HOME SERVICES 


Karen R Palm CPA CFP 
TAX preparation 
FEE ONLY financial planning 


NO product sales 


612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


ATTORNEYS 


Gay B. Clapp, Attorney 


Family Law - Wills and Estates 
Reasonable, with dignity 


Twin Cities Legal Service, PLLC 
7201 Ohms Lane - Ste. 215, Edina, MN 55415 
www.lindawray.com * 952-232-6465 
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ADVERTISING ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE WANTED 


Work as a print and/or online 
Advertising Account Executive 


for Lavender Media, leaders 
in GLBT marketing and events. 
Send your cover letter 


and resume to: 
barry@lavendermagazine.com 
No phone calls please. 
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FREE ESTIMATES 
Your Complete Profersional HomeCare Company 
SOSHOMECAREANDREMODELING.COM 
TODD OR LEE 
612-374-3222 
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AUTO DEALERS 


You have a friend at 

Rosedale Chevrolet, 

Call Dewey Lysen at 
(612) 805-8232 


Honor all buying programs and credit 


union deals! Good or Bad credit accepted. 


ë Rosedale 
CHEVROLET www.rosedalechev.com 


Tulips, Daffodils, and 
Hyacinths, OH MY! 


651-646-7244 


www.gardenofeva.net 
1585 Marshall Ave, Saint Paul, MN 55104 


GUN SHOPS 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


*Fully stocked firearms dealer 

* Indoor shooting facilities 

* Training courses 
Robbinsdale, ММ. 763-533-9594 
Circle Pines, ММ. 763-792-4867 
Hudson, WI > 715-690-1198 


www.billsGS.com 


Family Owned & Operated 
For Over 60 Years! 


— 
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FREE Estimates = All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 


28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls * 612-872-6671 


WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 


@ 
LaMettry’s 
Collision, Glass and More! 


1-888-898-0016 LAMETTRYS.COM 
- 8 locations - Free estimates 
- Locally & family owned 


54 | LAVENDER | MARCH 17-30, 2016 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


BALANCE 


UE ee WORK 


CREATING POSSIBILITY THROUGH PERSONAL 
TRANSFORMATION... ONE LIFE AT A TIME 


Nutrition • Corporate Seminars * Physical Wellness • Coaching 
Mark Carlso 
= Health, Life and Business Coach 
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Call Mark at 763-238-8455 
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Se = 


ге 


Forget 


'alon»: 


(лра ей, га 


construction inc. 
It's that easy 


WE SPECIALIZE IN — 


Roofing Remodeling 
Siding Insulation 
Windows Home Energy Efficiency / 
. CALL US 
| 612-393-SNAP (7627) 


ProHomeRenovating.com 


612-205-5618 


ecarpentry & remodeling 
e painting & repairs 
eother home maintenance 
eno job is too small 
Gay owned and operated since 1986. 


Serving you for 100 years! zsixce 191: 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


612-721-4080 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 


THE NETWORK 


HOME SERVICES HOME SERVICES INSURANCE 


ОЗА ЗУ, 


651-288-2808 


Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 

www.goodstuffmoving.com 


ew» State Farm 


Davina Baldwin 
www.davinabaldwin.com 


763.535.4788 

6262 Boone Ave. N. 

Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 

davina@davinabaldwin.com 

Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business Davina M. Baldwin 


EB En 1 ІШ: INSURANCE 


SHEEP — 


LIVE BETTER. Insurance Agency REAL ESTATE 
612.870.4081|shelterarchitecture.com 952-853-9077 


More Options. More Discounts. ств ор төр 1 перо 
: urban realtor 
= I y FARMERS i 
TT TREE eren ae е. 
MATT's TREE SERVICE INSURANCE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 


LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 


ISA Certified Arborist on Staff An exceptional community 


Tree Ri | * Tree Trimming * Chipping * Stump Grinding i í 
Tee emesal Toe il оры mega deserves exceptional service. 


Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 

aka e Steve Wolfson 

Credit Cards accepted 612-822-1 190 a ] 

Office: 612-706-8210 1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 + Minneapolis І x 
| Resulis 


swolfson@farmersagent.com Scott Belcher 
results.net 


< 612-805-8880 :.—- 2 
FARMERS scottbelcher.com 


THIRD THURSDAY 
OF EVERY MONTH 


LavenderMagazine.com/scorethursdays 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly 
non-profit organizations. To 
reserve your listing in Commu- 
nity Connection, call 612-436- 
4698 or email advertising@ 
lavendermagazine.com. 


ADDICTION & TREATMENT 
Hazelden Betty Ford 
Foundation 

Providing comprehensive treatment, 
recovery solutions. Helping people 
reclaim their lives from the disease of 
addiction. 

15251 Pleasant Valley Rd, 

Center City, MN 

(800) 257-7810 
www.hazelden.org 


ADVOCACY 

Arise Project 

Committed to LGBTQ homeless 
youth; providing services and safety 
in times of need. 

404 S. 8th St., 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 340-7500 
www.gtcuw.org/arise 


Rainbow Health Initiative 
Committed to advancing the health 
and wellness of LGBTQ communities 
through research, education and 
advocacy. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 220 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 206-3180 
www.rainbowhealth.org 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 
Aliveness Project, The 
Community Center for Individuals 
Living with HIV/AIDS - On-site 
Meals, Food Shelf and Supportive 
Services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www. 
aliveness.org 


Indigenous Peoples Task Force 
Servicing Individuals living with HIV/ 
AIDS 

Offering Case Management services, 
FREE HIV testing and educational 
groups 

1335 E. 23rd St 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 889-4636 or (612) 719-2540 
www.indigenouspeoplestf.org 
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Park House 

Day health / mental health treatment 
program for adults living with HIV/ 
AIDS. 

710 E. 24th St., Ste. 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/page/ 
park_house_home 


U of MN HIV Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- 
individuals to participate in research 
studies. 

420 Delaware St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-7472 

hiv.umn.edu 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 

The Minnehaha Mile 

Shop the Minnehaha Mile - For 
vintage, one-of a kind, up cycled and 
rediscovered treasures. 

4049 Minnehaha Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55406 

(612) 293-6863 x 104 
MinnehahaMile@shopjunket.com 
MinnehahaMile.com 


Twin Cities Quorum 

Your GLBTQA chamber of commerce 
working to invigorate, build & 
partner for a diverse business 
community. 

18 N. 12th St., Ste. 3606 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 460-8153 
www.twincitiesquorum.com 


EDUCATION 

Crosswinds Arts and Science 
School 

A Perpich Center for Arts Education 
middle school focused on diversity, 
inclusion, and student success. 

600 Weir Dr. 

Woodbury, MN 

(651) 379-2600 
crosswindsmn.org 


Minneapolis College of Art 

& Design (MCAD) Continuing 
Education 

MCAD Continuing Education offers 
art and design classes year-round for 
kids, teens, and adults. 

2501 Stevens Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 874-3765 

www.mcad.edu/ce 


EVENT VENUES 
Germanic-American Institute 
Germanic-American Institute - Old 
World Charm as the perfect 
backdrop for your wedding day. 
301 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 
651-222-7027 

www.gai-mn.org 


Minneapolis City Hall & 
Hennepin County Courthouse 
Step back in time and enjoy a 
historically beautiful wedding at the 
Minneapolis City Hall. 

350 S. 5th St. 

Minneapolis, MN55415 

(612) 596-9518 
www.municipalbuildingcommission. 
org/Events.html 


McNamara Alumni Center 

An architecturally-stunning venue on 
the University of Minnesota campus. 
D'Amico Catering, parking ramp, 
adjacent hotel. 

200 Oak St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 624-9831 
www.mac-events.org 


United Theological Seminary 
United Theological Seminary Inspire 
your spiritual life. Bring your big 
questions. Certificate or degree 
programs and community education. 
3000 5th St. NW 

New Brighton, MN 

(651) 633-4311 
www.unitedseminary.edu 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! 
Offering respectful, affordable sexual 
health services to meet your needs. 
1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 
www.familytreeclinic.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer 
support groups for people affected 
by mental illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 
www.namihelps.org 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of 
DVDs, books, and magazines. Check 
out our online catalogue. 

1220 E. Lake St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 729-2543 

www.qlibrary.org 


MUSEUM 

Minnesota Historical Society 
Sites & Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical 
Society's 26 historic sites and 
museums part of your vacation plans. 
www.mnhs.org 


Weisman Art Museum 

Free admission every day. Located 
on the Green Line. Contemporary 
and early American modernism art. 
333 E. River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-9494 
www.wam.umn.edu 


MUSIC 


Radio K 770 

Radio K is the student-run radio 
station of the University of Minnesota 
330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 

www.radiok.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


CANTUS 

"The premier men's vocal ensemble 
in the United States." - Fanfare 
Magazine 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 435-0055 
www.cantussings.org 


Guthrie Theater 

A nationally acclaimed cultural 
destination, home to three unique 
theaters, dining, tours, classes and 
more. 

818 S. 2nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 377-2224 
www.guthrietheater.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


History Theatre 

Plays and musicals telling Minnesota 
stories by Minnesota artists for 
Minnesota audiences. 

30 E. 10th St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 292-4323 
www.HistoryTheatre.com 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Enriching, inspiring and serving our 
community as a symphony orchestra 
internationally recognized for artistic 
excellence. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-5656 

(800) 292-4141 
www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Mixed Blood Theatre 
Professional, multiracial company, 
promotes cultural pluralism through 
artistic excellence and Radical 
Hospitality no-cost admission 
program. 

1501 S. 4th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 338-0937 
www.mixedblood.com 


Northrop - University of 
Minnesota 

An epicenter of discovery and 
transformation celebrating innovation 
in the arts, performance, and 
academics. 

84 Church St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55414 

(612) 625-6600 

northrop.umn.edu 


Ordway Center for the 
Performing Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creating 
performing arts and educational 
programs that enrich diverse 
audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 
www.ordway.org 


The Minnesota Opera 

MN Opera invites you to enjoy 20% 
off any non-opening performance. 
Use code lavender20. 

620 North First Street 

Minneapolis, MN 55401 
612-333-6669 

mnopera.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


VocalEssence 

Now in our 47th year, VocalEssence 
is a leading arts organization based 
in Minnesota. 

1900 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 547-1451 


www.vocalessence.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the 
area of public policy, anti-violence, 
education, training and law. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 

www.outfront.org 
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PRIDE 

Twin Cities Pride 

Producers of the third-largest national 
Pride celebration seeks sponsors, 
volunteers, board members. Contact 
us today. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 402-7 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 255-3260 

www.tcpride.org 


REAL ESTATE 

Parade of Homes 

Presented by Builder Association of 
the Twin Cities 

Where dream homes come true. 
www.paradeofhomes.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 

All God’s Children Metropolitan 
Community Church 

A radically inclusive community 
committed to being All God's 
Children FOR all God's children! 
3100 Park Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-2673 

www.agemcc.org 


Central Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
Exploring the promise of God for all. 
333 S. 12th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-4416 
www.centralmpls.org 


Edina Community Lutheran 
Church 

Upbeat, growing congregation 
committed to inclusion, justice, peace, 
community and proclaiming God’s 
YES to all. 

4113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 

www.eclc.org 


First Christian Church - Disciples 
of Christ 

A Movement for Wholeness In A 
Fragmented World. 

610 W. 28th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-1868 
www.fecminneapolis.org 


Pilgrim Lutheran Church 
Inclusive Christian Worshipping 
community that seeks, nurtures and 
empowers hungry minds and souls. 
1935 St. Clair Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55105 

(651) 699-6886 
www.pilgrimstpaul.org 


Plymouth Congregational 
Church, Minneapolis 
Spiritual, Loving, Relevant, 
Transforming. 

Find us on Facebook and Twitter 
1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 
www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
inquiring INSPIRING inclusive. 
Wherever you are on your faith 
journey, St Mark's welcomes you. 
519 Oak Grove St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-7800 
www.ourcathedral.org 


United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 


Congregations around Minnesota 


that intentionally welcome all people 


regardless of sexual orientation or 
gender identity. 


www.mnrcumc.org 


Westminster Presbyterian 
Church 

An inclusive, welcoming, open and 
affirming congregation. 

Nicollet Mall at 12th St. 
Downtown Minneapolis 

(612) 332-3421 
www.westminstermpls.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 
Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League (TCGSL) 

Join 500 GLBT softball players 

as we celebrate 36 years of gay 
softball in Minnesota. 

P.O. Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 

www.tegsl.org 


STATE FAIRS 
Minnesota State Fair 


The "Great Minnesota Get-Together” 
provides a world-class showcase that 


is innovative, entertaining and fun. 
1265 Snelling Ave. N. 

St. Paul, MN 55108 

(651) 288-4400 
www.mnstatefair.org 


TRAVEL 

Discover Stillwater 

Voted best weekend getaway! 
Birthplace of Minnesota. Distinctive 


lodging. Shop / Dine / Cruise / Art 


Galleries / Nightlife. 
Stillwater, MN 55082 
(651) 351-1717 
www.DiscoverStillwater.com 


Meet Minneapolis Convention & 
Visitor Association 

Meet Minneapolis markets 
Minneapolis as the premier 
convention, leisure, weddings and 
group destination. 

250 Marquette Ave. S. #1300 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 

(612) 767-8000 
www.minneapolis.org 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic waterfront. 
Vibrant arts & dining. Adventure. 
Hotels and B&Bs. Attractions and 
events. 

21 W. Superior St., Ste. 100 
Duluth, MN 

(218) 722-4011, (800) 4-DULUTH 
www.visitduluth.com 
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OUR VOICES 


SKIRTING THE ISSUES | BY ELLEN KRUG 


Bullseye 


I feel as if I have a target on my back. 

Or maybe it’s a bullseye on my left boob. Perhaps I’m just a sitting 
duck, waiting for that eventual lucky shot at my psyche. 

Whatever may be the actual point of emotional penetration, I’ve got 
way more angst these days over how I and a million other trans folks are 
being singled out in many parts of the country. 

As the Human Rights Campaign originally reported, and as Saman- 
tha Allen of The Daily Beast neatly summarized, as of late February, 
there were 44 anti-transgender bills being considered in 16 state legis- 
latures. More than half of the proposed bills target trans kids, the most 
vulnerable of the vulnerable, by seeking to deny them access to the 
bathroom or locker room that conforms to their gender identity. More 
about this in a minute. 

Things aren’t so good for us trans adults, either. Exhibit A: a pro- 
posed Oklahoma law (HB 2215) that would require any transgender 
person who’s undergone sex reassignment surgery to report the same 
when applying for a marriage license. In turn, under the proffered bill, 
“If either party reports on the application that they have undergone a 
(sic) sex reassignment or gender reassignment surgery, the marriage 
license issued by the court clerk shall state which party has undergone 
the surgery.” 

Think about it. Assuming this bill becomes law, if Ellie Krug mar- 
ried an Oklahoman (of course, what are the odds of that?), our mar- 
riage license would have a big fat notation suggesting to any reader 
that I wasn't real. 

Still, stigma notwithstanding, at least I’d be able to marry in 
Oklahoma. 

'That wouldn't be the case in Tennessee if some legislators get their 
way with a proposed bill (HB 2600) that seeks to define what constitutes 
"husband" and “wife.” Under this legislation, one must be a *natural-born 
male" or a “natural-born female” as defined by the person's original birth 
certificate. Given that Tennessee absolutely prohibits changing one's 
birth certificate in any way (meaning that even with gender reassign- 
ment surgery, a trans woman isn't able to convert a birth certificate from 
“male” to “female”) this bill, if it became law, would effectively bar any 
transgender Tennessean from marrying. 

Wow. Even I'm impressed by the audaciousness. 

Other anti-trans laws range from restricting access to medical care 
to utilizing original birth certificates as the determinative factor on all 
matters. A Washington state bill (HB 2782) (which ultimately failed) 
involved some chromosomal nitty gritty: only persons having “male 
deoxyribonucleic acid" would be able to utilize male-oriented rest- 
rooms and other personal care facilities; similarly, female-oriented 
facilities would have been accessible only to persons with "female 
deoxyribonucleic acid." 

On top of all of this are bills that contain a new version of the First 
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Amendment Defense Act (FADA), which heretofore had only been 
claimed by vendors and businesses seeking to avoid serving gay mar- 
riage clients on the basis of sincerely held religious beliefs or moral 
convictions. Now, there are a host of proposed laws allowing people 
to discriminate against trans persons if the discriminator (hater) has 
a sincere belief or conviction that one's biological sex is “distinct and 
immutable" and something determined only by *anatomy and genetics 
at the time of birth." 

This FADA stuff is so incredibly dangerous; once “religious belief" 
is accepted as a legitimate basis to discriminate, where do we stop? Af- 
ter all, weren't the Founding Fathers morally convinced that God made 
black persons inferior? Isn't misogyny built into the Old Testament? 

It scares me to death. Will 1 have to pin a pink star to my blazer on 
some future day of reckoning? 

But that's nothing compared to what legislators and their supporters 
are doing to trans kids. 

As time takes us further and further from the anti-marriage fight 
of 2012, fostering for gays and lesbians a greater sense of security, it's 
much easier to forget what it means to be a 15-year-old kid wrestling with 
gender identity, without support, totally alone and afraid. 

And what does that kid hear from society relative to his/her/their 
value? 

That they're not even worthy enough to bee in a place that matches their 
true, authentic self. 

I understand that some in “mainstream” America (wherever the hell 
that is) are afraid of social change that legitimizes folks who are “differ- 
ent," especially when it comes to bathrooms, locker rooms, and school- 
related sports. I also get it that Sunday services are the week's high point 
for many. I even realize that there's a fair percentage of folks unhappy 
with themselves, thereby making it easier to marginalize others. 

But we're talking about kids here — young people who lack perspec- 
tive or resiliency or grit. We can't ignore that the legislative messaging 
from many quarters of this country is that trans kids don't matter; that 
their hopes and needs to live authentically must take a backseat to reli- 
gion, bigotry, and ignorance. 

How many trans kids do we need to lose to suicide or addiction be- 
fore this madness ends? 

Га really like one of those bigoted legislators to answer that question. 

As in immediately. B 


A shout-out to trans youth in Minnesota: contact Ellen (Ellie] Krug at ellenk- 
rugwriter(agmail.com if your school has а gay-straight alliance [GSA] or other 
LGBTQ support group that's willing to sponsor Ellie. Assuming the logistics 
can be worked out, she would be happy to speak at your school about the 
value (and hard work] of living authentically. Her fee: gratis (one of those Latin 
words meaning "free"]. 
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Rock Bottom Brewery 
800 LaSalle Plaza ° Minneapolis 


|, ү Meet other athletes and sports fans while you 
n enjoy complimentary appetizers, drink specials 
and a chance to register to win great prizes! 
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HRC Twin Cities 
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